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drinking, no liquor, no parties 


by Billy Graham 


win Knight of California who 


on "The Hour of Decision” 


issued an order to his state 
employees at state parties, 
saying, “Cake and ice cream 
at state employees parties are 
fine, but liquor is definitely 
there must be no 


or celebrations of that char- 
acter,” the Governor said. 


One of our major problems in 
America is drunkenness. Day after 
day, week after week, and year 
after year, liquor threatens to eat 
away the luster of our gleaming 
past, and corrode the brightness 
of our future. 

Arrests for drunkenness _ per 
hundred thousand population have 
climbed from 831 in 1932 to 1,810 
in 1952, an increase of 118 per cent 
in 20 years. 

Last year we spent nine bil- 
lion dollars on legal liquor, anoth- 
er four billion dollars on illegal 


(Continued on page 6) 


Four Lepers in Famine 


By Rev. Jimmy Stroud 
Superintendent Memphis Union Mission 
Memphis, Tennessee 


In II Kings, chapters 6 and 7, 
there is the story of a great 
famine. It tells of two mothers 
who were out walking. One of 
them said to the other, “I have a 
son and you have a son. Today 
let’s boil your son and eat him 
and tomorrow we shall boil mine 
and eat him.” This famine was 
so severe mothers were eating 
their own flesh. 


Outside the city of Samaria the 
Syrians were encamped. They had 
lots of gold, silver, clothing and 
food ... BUT REMEMBER, IN 
SAMARIA THERE WAS STAR- 
VATION! 


In the first verse of the seventh 
chapter there is a very encourag- 
ing fact. GOD’S prophet, Elisha, 
was on the scene. Elisha cried out: 

“Hear ye the word of the 
Lord; Thus saith the Lord, To 
morrow about this time shall 
a measure of fine flour be sold 
for a shekel, and two measures 
of barley for a shekel, in the 
gate of Samaria.” 

Now just think—here was one 
LONE MAN making this declara- 
tion: in twenty-four hours the 
famine should be ended and ample 
food would be available in the 
city of Samaria. 

Standing by, one of the king’s 
lords sarcastically said: 

“Behold if the Lord would 
make windows in heaven, might 
this thing be?” 

Elisha replied: 

“Behold, thou shalt see it with 
thine eyes, but shalt not eat 
thereof.” 

Now this brings us to our KEY 
VERSES. 


“There were four leprous men |: 


at the entering in of the gate: 
and they said one to another, 
WHY SIT WE HERE UNTIL 
WE DIE? If we say, We will 
enter into the city, 
famine is in the city, and we 
die there: and if we sit still 
here, we die also. Now therefore 
come, and let us fall unto the 
host of the Syrians: if they save 
us alive, we shall live; and if 
they kill us, we shall but die. 
And they rose up in the twi- 
light, to go unto the camp of 
the Syrians.”—II Kings 7:3-5. 
These men were holding a con- 
ference. They saw the futility of 
entering into the city because 
there was starvation there, and to 


remain where they were meant 


certain death. They came to the 
conclusion that the only thing they 


then the! 


could possibly do was to go to 
the camp of the Syrians and take 
a chance on _ finding MERCY. 
THAT IS WHAT THE SINNER 
NEEDS ... MERCY! If they kill- 
ed them—they were going to die 
anyway. If not, they would be 
saved. 


They rose up in the twilight to 
go unto the camp of the Syrians. 
As they moved out GOD-_BEGAN 
TO WORK and GOD PERFORM- 
ED A MIRACLE. He caused a 
great noise to be heard by the 
Syrians, a noise of chariots and 
horses, and they fled with fear, 
taking nothing with them 
but the clothes on their backs. 
The only ones close by were four 
leprous men. I am sure neither of 
these men had as much as a 
sling shot, air rifle, or even a 
pocket knife. GOD HAD PER- 
FORMED A MIRACLE. 


WHAT A MIRACLE! The lepers 
could scarcely believe their eyes. 
Eagerly they grabbed for food 
and drink and began to fill their 
stomachs. Then, one by one they 
invaded the tents and took out 
the gold, silver and raiment... 
went out and hid it. Soon their 
consciences began to prick them. 
They began to-.remember how aw- 
ful it was to be hungry, starving 
even unto death. In their minds 
they no doubt could hear the 
cries of small children, women 
and old men, down in Samaria. 


(Continued on page 9) 
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God 
life.’—John 3:16, 


“Our Saviour Jesus Christ; 


“For by one offering he hath perfe 


eternal redemption.”—Heb. 9:12 


“And they sing a new song, 


“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
who gave himself Ses us, 


1862 - 1939 


so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, 


he was bruised for our iniquities: 


“This is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for many unto the remission of sins.’’—Matt. 2! 


saying, Worthy art thou to take the book and to open the seals thereof ; 
and didst purchase unto God with thy blood men of every tribe and tongue and people and nation.’ 


“Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his son to be the propitiation for our sins.’ 
“The Son of God who loved me, and gave himself up for me.’’ 


—Gal. 2:20. 


READER, God’s justice and love 


Jesus the Christ as Sin-Bearer— 
God's Justice and Love 


By the late Evangelist T. T. Martin 


but have eternal 


“That he might himself be just and the justifier of him that hath faith in Jesus.”—Rom. 3:26. 


. * . 
“He was wounded for our transgressions; the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and 


with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord 

hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.””—Isa. 53:5, anddiniiieies ie 
“Christ died for our sins.’’—I Cor. 15:3. . 
“Our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins.”—Gal. 1:3, 4. : 

“~ “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree.”—I Peter 2:24. en 

“Christ also suffered for sins once, the righteous for the unrighteous.”—I Peter) 3:18. 
“Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister and to give his life a ransom for many.’’—Matt. 20:28, 
“There is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave “himself a ransiiit for all.”"—I Tim. 2:5, 6. 


having become a curse for us. Gal, 3:13%.- 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity 
“By which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” 
cted forever them that are sanctified.”,—Heb. 10:14. 

“Nor yet by the blood of goats and bulls, but through his own blood entered in once for all into the holy place 


.’—Titus 2:13, 14. 
—Heb. 10:10. 


, having obtained 
ke 6:28. 

for thou wast slain, 
"—RKRevy, 5:9. 


"—F§ John 4:10, 


are both shown in the Saviour dy- 
ing for our sins. Substitution is 
the only way of salvation when 
justice and love are both con- 
sidered. It was God’s justice that 
made it necessary for Christ to 
die for our sins. “Even so must 
the Son of man be lifted up’— 
John 3:14;—“that he might him- 
self be just and the justifier of 
him that hath. faith in. Jesus.”’— 
Rom. 3:26. And it was God’s love 
that let Him die for our sins, “for 
God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son” (John 
3:16). 


What you, reader, ought to de- 
sire to know, is simply God’s way. 
The Scriptures at the beginning 
of the chapter, if language can 
make anything plain, show clearly 
that the sinner’s only escape from 
the just punishment of his sins 
lies in Jesus dying in his place to 
set him free from the just penalty 
due his sins; and they make it 
plain that this settles. the full 
penalty for all sins. 


Is Christ’s Substitutionary 
Atonement Morally Wrong? 


But the objection is raised and 
pressed with all the force of hu- 
man ingenuity and- scholarship, 
backed by the prestige of some 
occupying the highest positions in 
literary and theological institu- 
tions, that it is morally wrong for 


| the innocent to suffer the penalty 


of the guilty. With a zeal deserv- 
ing a better cause, many who 
stand high as professed Christians 
and teachers join hands with the 
rankest, most blatant infidels, and 
press this, to them, unanswerable 
objection to Christ dying for our 
sins as our substitute. 

This friendship between infidel. 
ity and professed Christian teach- 
ers reminds one of another occa- 
sion when our Saviour was set 
at naught and two became friends 
with each other that very day 
(Luke 23:11, 12). Let us face this 
objection honestly and earnestly, 
for our eternal destiny turns on 
this one point. Js it morally wrong 


x 
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Rev. Jimmy Stroud 


for the innocent to bear the sins 
of the guilty? In the first place 
it is not morally wrong, because 
God would not do morally wrong, 
and God did let the innocent suf- 
fer the penalty of the guilty. The 


language of Scripture teaching | 3 


that Jesus suffered the penalty of 
our sins for us is plain and simple, 
and all efforts to take from the 
Seripture language its simple, 
plain, natural meaning are piti- 


able, and if contempt were ever oe 


justifiable, would deserve the con- 
tempt of all honest men. Let the 
reader turn back and read the 
scriptures at the head of this 
chapter and decide for himself as 
to their obvious, intended mean- 
ing. 

Now, because God’s Word tells 
us plainly that God gave His only’ 
begotten Son, that He might be 
just, and thus the justifier of him 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Methodist Ministers Write 


Two Brethren Write Asking Serious 
(Juestions; Answered by the Editor 
By John R. Rice 


Among the 39,000 plus ministers 


counted last November 


on the subscription list of The Sword of the Lord, are many 
Methodist pastors. They paid for their own subscriptions in 


some cases; 


in other cases the subscriptions were paid by 


loving friends, or through the Ministers and Missionary Sub- 
scription Fund. From these good Methodist friends we get 


many letters 


. Most of them are favorable, Some ask questions, 


some are violently opposed to any exposure of modernism. 


We publish in this issue two 
letters that are of importance be- 
cause they state problems every 
Methodist minister must face a- 
bout the modernism that has seiz- 
ed control in the great Methodist 
church. 

But let me make clear my fel- 
lowship and love for’ Bible-be- 
lieving Methodists. The mass of 
old-time Methodists believe in the 
Bible as the very Word of God. 
They believe in the deity, the 
virgin birth, the bodily resurrec- 
tion, the atoning death of Christ, 
for our sins. They believe what 
the Bible teaches about Heaven 
and Hell, believe that only born- 
again people are children of God. 
THAT IS THE LCOCTRINAL 
STAND OF THE HISTORIC 
METHODIST CHURCH. It is op- 
enly stated in the articles of Re- 
ligion of the Methodist church 
which Methodist ministers vow 
to preach and teach and to de- 


——— 


' fend. It is on that basis,. Methodist 
ministers tell me, that they were 
ordained to preach. With such 
Methodism I have no quarrel. I 
differ on some secondary details, 
such as baptism, the security of 
a believer, and the episcopal form 
of church government, but I am 
not an enemy of old-time, born- 
again, heartfelt, -soul-winning 
Methodism. 

Dr. Bob’ Shuler, thirty-three 
years pastor of Trinity Methodist 
Church, Los Angeles, is on the co- 
operating Board of the Sword of 
the Lord Foundation. We have 
published many of his sermons in 
the ‘Sword, have published two of 
his books. Dr. Bob Jones, anoth- 
er old-time Methodist evangelist, 
is on the board and one of my 
dearest friends. I have held meet- 


‘ings in Methodist churches, res 


(Continued on page 7) 
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MARRIAGE” 


by William W. Orr, D.D. 


Pastor, Hope Union Church, Rosemead, California 


(Stxtu ARTICLE IN SERIES) 


TRUE LOVE ISN’T IN 
A HURRY 

Take plenty of time. With every- 
thing else in the world rushing 
like mad you must not be in a 
hurry about love, You needn’t feel 
you must’ marry the first girl 
friend (or boy friend) you meet. 

Some girls feel they’re a dismal 
failure in life unless the wedding 
cake is ordered before they clutch 
their high school diploma. But the 
voice of experience . .. which is 
usually right ... advises time, 
plenty of time. 

Don’t be offended if I warn 
you about puppy love. This is a 
sort of a dreamy blindness that 
afflicts the young. Sometimes it’s 
so real it’s painful. And it’s love 
after a sort, perhaps a forty-sec- 
ond cousin to the real article. Most 
of us go through a stage or two of 
it. And it’s not too dangerous 
if you don’t get serious. Usually 
the objects of puppy love affection 
look pretty silly, when veiwed a 
few years later. Just don’t mistake 
this early forerunner for the gen- 
uine thing later on. 

It’s a dandy idea to take Dad 
and Mother into confidence about 
love and things. You'll find them 
sympathetic and very practical. 
They won't laugh at you, for they 
were young once too, and they 
passed through the same experi- 
ence, They'll be grateful to you 
for asking their advice. And their 
advice will be ‘‘on the beam” too. 


But the best advice will come 
from higher up. Isn’t it a most 
amazing thing to know that your 
Heavenly Father is not too busy 
managing the universe to be in- 
terested in you (John 16: 27). 
He has a plan for you (I John 2: 
17). And that plan includes your 
future husband or wife on the 
very first page (I Pet. 5:7). What 
a tragedy to ignore God's plan. 


You might marry the wrong per- 
son. And this wouldn’t be God's 
fault, 


How shall we know who’s who? 
Well it’s not too difficult. Pray. 
Pray a lot. And have patience, 
too. God’s not in a hurry and you 
mustn't be either. Maintain an 
attitude of yieldedness and wait 
God’s time, and person (Rom. 12: 
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1, 2). He’ll work it out to your 
eternal happiness. 


SELECTING THAT 
“SPECIAL FRIEND” 


The time will come when you'll 
be thinking seriously of love in 
relationship to Christian marriage. 
Contrary to the oft repeated ax- 
iom, love need not be blind. Here 
is one time you'll want to keep 
your eyes wide open. For here is 
a decision which can either make 
or break you, spiritually speaking. 

First, you'll want to pray much 
and commit all (I Thess. 5:17; 
Ps. (37:5). And this is emphati- 
cally not a pious platitude. No 
statement is more practical. For 
this decision about your future 
mate is next in importance to 
your decision for Christ and sur- 
render to Him. I say it reverently. 
God must be interested in this. 
If He does not guide you here, 
He is undependable and untrue to 
His Word. Which, of course, is 
utterly unthinkable. 

Nor do I mean that after we 
have dutifully laid the matter be- 
fore Him in prayer, we must de- 
pend upon our own sagacity and 
ingenuity. God will guide those 
who want to be guided as surely 
as He led the hosts of Bible 
Worthies. 

Don't, however, ask God to guide 
you in relation to explicit prin- 
ciples. which are taught on the 
pages of Scripture. For instance, 
don’t ask whether you should allow 
yourself to become serious with a 
girl or fellow who’s not a Chris- 
tian. The answer to this has al- 
ready been given with clarion clar- 
ity in the Bible (I Cor. 6:14-16). 
Never, and I do mean never, should 
a Christian knowingly marry one 
who is not a Christian. 

The wise prohibition goes even 
further, You must not allow your- 
self to fall in love with some- 
one who does not owe allegiance 
to Christ. This promotes confusion 
of the worst sort. To unite in love 
or marriage one who is a child 
of God with one who is a child of 
the Devil is confusion confounded 
and becomes confusion compound- 
ed (I John 3:2, John 8:44). God's 
curse is upon it. 

Rivers of tears, acres of heart- 
aches and wasted years tell the 
tragic story of those who disre- 
garded God's strict admonition 
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here, Talk with any Christian lead- 
er. He will tell of the sad cases 
which have come under his ob« 
servation, Only bitter disillusion- 
ment and utter anguish follow the 
penta g of God's wise counsel 
here (II Cor. 6:17, 18). Love will 
not bridge the gulf nor does time 
heal the error. 


This is love’s number one safety 
principle. Accept it gladly, and live 
in its protection. 

Fortunately, there is no truth 
to the idea of “falling in love.” 
Oh, you could fall into puppy love, 
or you might fall into infatuation. 
But you must grow into love. 
Therefore, sufficient time is pro- 
vided to think, consider and pray. 


There is no valid objection to 
the proven fact that it’s best for 
persons to marry within their own 
religious affiliation. Protestants 
should marry Protestants. Cath- 
olics should marry Catholics. You 
see, the theology and the ideology 
of these systems are so different. 
Protestantism is largely a system 
which emphasizes free grace as a 
means of salvation. Catholicism is 
a merit system, emphasizing the 
necessity of good works for Hea- 
ven. These two diverse teachings 
are far from unimportant. They 
divide the whole world as well as 
families. 

The family which comes from 
such a diverse union will be sadly 
torn asunder. How can there be 
unity and harmony with the par- 
ents pulling in opposite directions? 
The children are cast adrift on 
the sea of religious uncertainty 
from the very start. 

The proper age to become en- 
gaged? This is truly a difficult 
question to satisfactorily answer 
for there are outstanding examples 
each way. But the way of safety 
seems to be on the side of matur- 
ity. A few years beyond the in- 
tensely romantic years of eighteen 
to twenty do much to settle one, 
and to prepare them for a more 
sure acceptance of responsibilities 
that are bound to come. 

Then, the degree of consecration. 
Some very noble and unselfish 
aims in life have been lost because 
the truly dedicated person married 
an unsurrendered partner. ‘Too 
many lives have failed to amount 
to anything for God simply because 
one member to the marriage 
wouldn’t give up worldly pursuits 
and pleasures and dragged the oth- 
er down. 

Is he the right one? Is this girl 
the one I should marry? Don’t be 
too deceived by dimples, wavy hair 
or pretty blue eyes. A_ rather 
clever trick is to take a good look 
at the girl’s mother. This mature 
looking lady could be the exact 
replica of the way her daughter 
will look a score of years hence. 
Or, look at the boy friend’s dad. 
Rather bald and slightly paunchy? 
Well, this could be your present 
slim and dashing young man when 
you’ve been married some time. 
If your love doesn’t get too much 
of a shock in this, well, maybe 
it’s true love after all. 


THE “IS IT REALLY 
LOVE?” TEST 

There’s so much synthetic love 
around. -How can one be really 
sure? Well, real love, you know, 
has come from God, and follows 
His divinely established pattern (1 
John 4:7; I Cor. 13:4-6). Here are 
four tests which may help. 

Do you think a great deal about 
him? Is a goodly portion of your 
time taken up with thoughts about 
her? Not in a silly or insipid man- 
ner. But does the thought of his 
approval spur you on to greater 
achievements? When questions 
arise do you quite naturally consi- 
der her reaction, too? Whatever 
you're dcinug, is he never very far 
from your’ thoughts? Well, this 
could be a hopeful sign that it’s 
truly love. 

Are your happiest hours spent 
in her presence? Do you delight 
just to be near him? Does the 
day seem incomplete unless you've 
shared part of it with her? Not 
that you must rush off and go 
somewhere together. Not that you 
must attain some accomplishment. 
But just to do what you do, to- 
gether. And when you're together, 
you seem to think alike. Perhaps 
you'll not agree in every last 
thing. But basicly you see things 
like he does, Yes, this could be 
love. 

Do you want to bring gifts? 
True love always does that. It’s 
a fundamental characteristic. You 
really can’t ever truly love with- 
out bestowing gifts. In your case 
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Special Subscription Campaign With Low Bargain Rate to 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD to Close at Midnight, March 
80. Free Prayer—Asking and Receiving No Longer Avail- 


able After That Date. Hurry! 


By Evangelist Robert L. Sumner, 
Editorial Assistant 


There is a tremendously inter- 
esting story our Lord told His 
disciples recorded in the first 16 
verses of Matthew 20. He told 
them about a certain householder 
who went out bright and early 
one morning to hire labourers to 
work that day in his vineyard. 
The wages were agreed upon—a 
penny a day—and many went out 
to his vineyard and began the 
long day’s work. About 9 o'clock 
that morning, the householder 
went to the marketplace again and 
found others standing about idle. 
He hired them also, agreeing to 
pay them whatever was _ right. 
Jesus said that the householder 
repeated this at noon, at 3 o'clock 


is it so? If you're calling on her, 
do you think in terms of flowers 
for her hair, or candy for her 
sweet tooth? When he comes to 
call, do you just naturally plan to 
have something just for him? Is 
she abundantly worthy of the full 
devotion of your heart? Do you 
think of him as surely deserving 
the loving labor of your hands? 
This certainly looks like love. 
And the future? As you peer in- 
to the years ahead do you quite 
naturally think in terms of the 
future with him? If there’s to be 
a vine-covered cottage do you al- 
ways see her standing in the door- 
way? Tucked away in your plans 


is there a vision of a. chubby 
baby boy that looks just like 
him? Do you plan. big’ things 


in the future in order that first 
you might win her loving apprecia- 
tion? If so, it can’t be anything 
else but, true, true love, 


AND, ARE YOU LOVABLE? 

The cultivation of true love is 
a delicate process. It must be 
nourished on the milk of human 
kindness, and it flourishes on the 
common courtesies of thoughtful 
care. True love goes to the love- 
able. 

A basic necessity, of course, is to 
keep one’s self clean, neat and 
well groomed. In this day of the 
abundance of soap, and the avail- 
ability of beauty advice there’s 
no excuse for slovenliness. Yet, 
some are notoriously careless. And 
some girls and fellows feel they 
must exemplify the blase noncha- 
lance of the age by dressing in 
Slouchy clothing. But this makes 
for slouchy love, too. Dressing 
tastefully and modestly will do 
much for the furtherance of love’s 
growth. 

And what about your disposi- 
tion? Do you earnestly try to 
maintain a cheerful attitude on 
life. Or are you a pessimist of the 
first water? Do you spread joy or 
gloom? Don’t blame your pessim- 
ism on the day in which you live. 
It’s quite possible to cultivate a 
happy outlook. And certainly, this 
is better ground on which to grow 
true love, 

What about courtesy? That’s 
old fashioned? That went out with 
the horse and buggy? Not on your 
life. Courtesy is no more out of 
date than eating, or sleeping. 
Honestly now, are you lovingly 
considerate of your mother? Do 
you open the car door for your 
date? Do you show affection for 
your brothers and sisters? Believe 
me, these are the things which 
go to maké a greatly desirable 
person. That person could be you. 

Are you interested in things? 
Many things? Do you take an ac- 
tive part in the affairs of others, 
or your. school, or church? 
Can you be counted on to do your 
part? Do you try to see the 
other fellow’s viewpoint? These 
things make for strength of char- 
acter and breadth of interest. In 
short, they make you attractive to 
others. 

And are you truly feminine? 
Or masculine? He-men want fem- 
inine girls and feminine girls want 
masculine men, Don’t affect the 
habits or clothing of the opposite 
sex and expect to be desirable to 


them, You just can’t be. 

- (From 32-page pamphlet, price 25c. Pub- 
lished by Van Kampen Press, Used by 
permission.) 


[BUT TIME IS SHORT! 


ae | 


that afternoon, and again at 5 
o'clock that night—just one hour 
before quitting time. 

When the work day ended tha 
lord of the vineyard instructed his 
paymaster to call in the labourers 
and give them their hire, begin- 
ning ‘‘from the last unto the first.”” 


But to the amazement and disgust 


of those who had worked hard 
all day, they recetved no mora 
than the ones who had been hired 
at 5 o'clock. Jesus said they 
“murmured against the goodman 
of the house, Saying, These last 
have wrought but one hour, and 
thou hast made them equal unto 
us, which have borne the burden 
and heat of the day.”’ 

Then the owner of the vine« 
yard replied, “Friend, I do thee 
no wrong: didst not thou agrea 
with me for a penny? Take that 
thine is, and go thy way: I will 
give unto this last, even as unto 
thee. Is it not lawful for me ta 
do what I will with mine own? Is 
thine eye evil, because I am 
good?” Here was a case whera 
the late-comers, those who just 
got in at the last hour, shared the 
same, equal blessing and reward 
as those who came first. 

That is the way it is right now 
in our special subscription cams 
paign. Thousands have already 
taken advantage of our tremens 
dous offer and have subscribed 
to THE Sworp for themselves and 
for their friends at the unusually 
low bargain rate of 3 yearly sube- 
scriptions for $5. In addition, they 
have received their free copies of 
Prayer—Asking and Receiving: 
They took advantage early of 
something they knew to be “a 
good thing.” 

But the marvelous thing is— 
even though the offer is about to 
be closed—you can get in on thig 
saving at ‘“‘the eleventh hour” and 
Save just as much money, get 
just as valuable and helpful fred 
gifts, and do as much good as 
those who took advantage of this 
campaign when it first began! 
This 18 
the final call we are making i 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD since thé 
offer will close before another 
issue is printed. Midnight, March 
80, is the deadline! Have your let< 
ter mailed and postmarked before 
that time. 


Here Is the Offer! 


For the last time, let me tell 
you what you can get by taking 
advantage of this subscription 
campaign which closes next Weds 
nesday at midnight. The two main 
advantages are: (1) Unusually 
low, bargain, money-saving rates 
for THE SworD OF THE LorRD; and, 
(2) Free copies of Editor John R. 
Rice’s popular book, Prayer—- 
Asking and Receiving. 

THE SWORD OF THE LORD, with a 
weekly paid circulation of over a 
tenth of a million copies, (116,000 
plus!) is the most outstanding 
evangelistic weekly in the world. 
The usual subscription rate is 
$2.50 for one year and it is a bar- 
gain at that price. A lady told 
me last night in Orlando, Florida, 
that she would subscribe to THE 
Sworp if she had to do without 
butter. This paper is a bargain at 
any price! There are usually. at 
least 3 full-length sermons in 
every copy—sometimes more— 
plus many other valuable features 
and articles, It consistently and 
regularly carries sermons by the 
greatest soul winners and preach- 
ers of the 20th century and also 
by the greatest preachers of by- 
gone generations. There just 
simply is not any other paper like 
it anywhere for any price! 

Prayer—Asking and Receiving, 
although a new book, on the mars 
ket only about 13 years, is al- 
ready acknowledged as a classia 
on the subject of prayer. In these 
few years popular demand has 
necessitated the printing of 165, 
000 copies—a remarkable feat for 
any book, but especially for a 
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Page Three 


pee ae to Pray! 


and RECEIVING 
by Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 


This book has been for 12 years America’s best seller on 

prayer. 21 Chapters of blessing. See that others read and are 

blessed. GET WHAT YOU NEED FROM A PRAYER- 
HEARING GOD! 


CHAPTER IX 


Pray for Anything and 
Everything You Want 


“What things soever ye desire, when ye pray...’— 


Mark 11:24. 


“Ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 


you. ’—John 15:7. 


“He shall give thee the desires of thine heart.”—Psalm 


87 :4. 


“Tf ye shall ask any thing...I will do it.’—John 14:14. 


“In every thing by prayer 


known unto God.’—Phil. 4:6. 


One afternoon in the midst of 
a revival campaign, I spoke at 
Sherman, Texas, under the shade 
of the trees on the courthouse 
lawn. I suppose seventy-five or a 
hundred people had gathered that 
week-day afternoon to hear the 
message on prayer. My text was, 
“Ask, and it shall be given 
you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you: for every one that asketh 
receiveth; and he that seeketh 
findeth; and to him that knock- 
eth it shall be opened,” found 
in Matthew 7:7, 8. After I had 
earnestly tried to show that God 
is eager to give in answer to our 
prayers and stressed the plain 
words of our Saviour that “every 
one that asketh receiveth,” a Bap- 
tist deacon rose in the audience 
and said, “Brother Rice, I believe 
jn prayer; and I know God an- 
swers prayer, but I do not be- 
lieve God wants us to pray about 
literally everything. Why, you talk 
as if you could even pray and get 
a—a—|[he was searching for a 
preposterous thing}—as if you 
could even get a barrel of pickles!” 

The people laughed, but I told 
him plainly, ‘‘Yes, anybody who 
needs a barrel of pickles should 
pray for them, and I thank God 
that God has given me things a 
whole lot greater, and seemingly 
more unlikely, than a barrel of 
pickles.” 

What shall we ask for when 
we pray? That is answered many 
times in the Bible. We are to 
ask for everything we want! Any- 
thing that you have a right to 
want, you have a right to ask for. 
Every Christian should take every 
desire to God in prayer. It is a 
sin to want anything that you 


~ g@annot honestly pray for, and you 


should ask God to remove the 
desire, if it is wrong. And if the 
desire itself is not wrong, then 
you ought to ask God to fulfill it! 


Elsewhere we will discuss the 
conditions to be met when we 
pray, but we are inquiring now, 
“What shall I ask for when I 
pray?” And the Lord answers back 
in His Word many times that we 
are to ask for whatsoever we 
desire. We are to let our requests 
in everything be made known to 
God. We are io carry everything 
to God in prayer. 

It is strange and sad how stilt- 
ed and artificial has become the 
modern . conception of prayer. 
Many people think that one can- 
not pray acceptably without many 
*‘Thou’s” and “Thee’s” without a 
certain formal theological discus- 
sion at the beginning of the pray- 
er, thanking God for Christ, and 
at the end of the prayer adding 
the stereotyped formula, “This we 
ask in Jesus’ name.” 


And as people have set and 
limited opinions about the proper 
manner of prayer, so they have 
most limited views of the proper 
subjects for prayer. Some teach 


that Jews in the Old Testament 


properly asked for earthly bliess- 
ings, but that Christians in the 
New Testament can properly ask 
only for spiritual blessings! Some 
think it is wrong to ask for rain, 


... let your requests be made 


for jobs, for money, or for particu- 
lar, definite daily bread, despite 
the Saviour’s model prayer. 

Likewise, other people think 
that on very great matters it is 
proper to pray, but on small mat- 
ters it would not be right to take 
God’s time nor ask His help. 

But Christians need to break 
away these traditional limitations 
on prayer and learn from the Bible 
that a Christian has a right to 
pray about anything and every- 
thing. 


I. Christians Invited to Ask 
for Literally Anything 
They Want 


In the Scriptures quoted at the 
beginning of this chapter I have 
deliberately omitted the condi- 
tions, for the moment, that you 
may see that God really invites 
Christians to ask for anything 
they want. 


Jesus surely meant to invite us 
to ask for anything we want when 
He said in Mark 11:23, 24, 

“For verily I say ynto you, That 
whosoever shall say unto this 
mountain, Be thou removed, and 
be thou cast into the sea; and 
shall not doubt in his heart, but 
shall. believe that those things 
which he saith shall come to pass; 
he shall have whatsoever he saith. 
Therefore I say unto you, WHAT 
THINGS SOEVER YE DESIRE, 
when ye pray, believe that ye re- 
ceive them, and ye shall have 
them.” 

He asked us to pray for ‘what 
things soever ye desire.” Anything 
in the world you want, even to 
the casting of a mountain into the 
sea, iS included in the boundaries 
of legitimate, normal prayer for 
a Christian! The condition of faith 
is given, to be sure. We are not 
here discussing the condition, but 
calling your attention to the won- 
derful, unlimited invitation to pray 
for the things your heart desires, 
whatever they may be. 

In John 15:7 the same thing is 
taught. Jesus said, 

“If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall ASK 
WHAT YE WILL, and it shall be 
done unto you.” 

Here “what ye will’ is the prop- 
er subject for prayer. Anything in 
the world your heart wants, you 
should pray for. 

And is that not the meaning, 
too, of Psalms 37:4? There we are 
told, “Delight. thyself also in the 
Lord; and he shall give thee THE 
DESIRES OF THINE HEART.” 

A Christian’s prayer should co- 
incide with the desire of his heart. 
Whatever his heart desires, that 
a Christian should ask for. 

Literally, ‘any thing” may be re- 
quested by one of God’s children 
in prayer, according to the sweet 
invitation of the Saviour Himself. 
In John 14:13, 14 Jesus said, 

“And WHATSOEVER ye shall 
ask in my name, that will I do, 
that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son. If ye shall ASK ANY 
THING in my name, I will do it.’ 

Whatsoever means anything in 
the world. And then Jesus, know- 
ing the unbelief of our hearts, 


simply said, “If ye shall ask any 
thing in my name, I will do it.” 
Christians ought to ask for any- 
thing, literally anything, they want 
from God! 


II. It Is Not Wrong to Ask It 
if It Is Not Wrong to Want It 


Every Christian ought to get 
his heart’s desires and his prayers 
in accord. Anything you have a 
right to want, you have a right 
to pray for. If you do not have a 
right to pray for it, then it is 
wrong to want it. About any 
particular matter, the Christian 
ought to ask for what he wants, 
or quit wanting it. 

Just imagine that the Lord 
Jesus should knock at the door of 
your home and say, “I have come 
to supply your needs, to supply 
every legitimate want, to make 
you fully happy. Take Me into 
your home and tell Me every lack, 
every need, every desire.” If there 
were things in the home that were 
disgraceful: vile music, licentious 
literature, worldly habits that de- 
file the Christian’s body, bad com- 
panions—no doubt you would be 
ashamed and would start house 
cleaning. If you were conscious of 
the Saviour’s literal presence, no 
doubt it would make a difference 
in what you wanted. But. also, 
thank God, you would feel more 
free to ask Him for what you 
needed in the home. Since He 
came to your home for that very 
purpose, you might say, ‘Lord 
Jesus, You see there is not 
enough food in the home to satis- 
fy the hunger of the children. You 
have it all, dear Jesus; give us 
the food we need.’ You might 
say, ‘‘Dear Lord, You see the good 
Wife is so frail and does not have 
the strength she so badly needs to 
care for the home and teach the 
children and to prepare their food. 
Lord, give her more strength.” Or 
you might say, “Dear Lord, we do 
not love each other as we ought 
here; we are quarrelsome and 
critical. We do not: mean to be. 
We are so sorry. Won’t You please 
help us to be patient and loving 
as Christians ought?” I say, if 
Jesus really came to live in your 
home, or to visit it just to satisfy 
your heart’s desires and to tell 
you He was eager to give you 
what you wanted, I think you 
would surely make your requests 
known and tell Him anything you 
needed or wanted. Well, that is 
exactly what He says for you to 
do, If you want it, pray for it! If 
it is not right to pray for it, then 
it is not right to want it. In that 
case you should pray about it and 
ask God to fix your ‘“‘wanter” so 
you could want things according to 
His will, want things that a Chris- 
tian would have a right to want 
and have a right to pray for. It is 
shameful and wicked to set our 
hearts on anything that we cannot 
honestly talk to God about. But 
anything we have a right to want, 
anything we have a right to work 
for, anything we have a right to 
try to buy or plan about, that we 
have a right to pray for, too! Ask 
for anything you want! 


III. Philippians 4:6 Says Pray 
About “Everything” 


Really your heavenly Father 
wants to be taken into all the 
secrets and longings and desires 
of your heart. He wants no desire 
hidden from Him, but every desire 
turned into a prayer. In Philip- 
pians. 4:6, 7.the Lord says to us, 


“Be careful for nothing; but in 
every thing by prayer and suppli- 
cation with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God. 
And the peace of God, which pass- 
eth all understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus.” 

In everything let your requests 
be made known to God. 

Here is the cure for worry. 
Anxious care; fretting; the lined, 
harassed faces and the troubled 
hearts that come from frustrated 


‘desires and troubled uncertainty 


about the future, can all be done 
away with if you will come to 
God and ask Him frankly and 
boldly for everything you want 
and stay there until He answers! 

Worry is a horrible sin. Worry 
is the opposite of faith and trust. 
John Wesley said, “I would no 
more fret than to curse and 
swear.’”’ And God’s cure for worry 
is to pray about everything. 

I remember a dear Christian 
woman, devout and very useful 
who came to me in Wheaton, II- 
linois, after hearing me preach 


on prayer, and said, “And to think 
that all these years I have put up 
with that faded, worn, old rug 
in my living room! I’ve been bur- 
dened about it. I have been asham- 
ed of it. I have planned and plan- 
ned but I was never able to buy 
another. I felt that is was all right 
to pray about lost souls, but that 
it would be wrong to ask God for 
a rug. Thank God I have found 
that He is willing to answer 
prayer about little things and He 
wants us to talk to Him abotit 
everything. I’m going home right 
now and ask God to give me a 
new rug!” 


“What a Friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer. 


©, what peace we often forfeit, 
O, what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry 
EVERYTHING to God in pray- 
er! 


LV. Open the Door of Every 
Closet in Your Heart 
to God! 


Mother is at home, but oh, how 
she longs to hear from the daugh- 
ter who is in the city. She wants 
to know about every new dress, 
every new friend, every night’s 
entertainment, every raise in 
wages, Mother wants’ to hear 
every secret, wants to see every 
snapshot, delights in every con- 
fidence. And so it is with father, 
too, though he may not say so 
much about it. It is one of the sad- 
dest things in the world when 
parents feel their children slipping 
away trom them, When children 
no longer take parents into their 
confidence, the parents grieve. 

And so it is with God about His 
own children. How dear we are to 
Him! I have never’ understood 
why. I think when I get to Heaven 
I will ask God to tell.me why He 
wanted us, why He sought us, 
why He could not do without us! 
I have wondered why God wanted 
to come in the Garden of Eden 
and walk with Adam, even when 
he was perfect and sinless. And 
much more I have wondered why 
God runs after us poor, fallen 
creatures. But He does! And He 
wants us to take everything in the 
world to Him, share every burden 
with Him, every joy, tell Him 
every heart cry, express to Him 
every longing! 

And since I learned this blessed 
secret, it has done wonders for 
my own inner life. I have found 
that I ought to, and that I may, 
freely take every desire of my 
heart to God. He wants me to 
pray about literally everything. 
And that means that I open every 
closet door. He knows it anyway, 
so why should I hide it? And if 
God loves me more than a father 
loves his child, why should I not 
tell Him about anything I want, 
anything I need? And even if I 
have a want, a desire that is not 
according to His will, should I 
not tell Him about it? Should I 
not ask Him to reconcile my de- 
sires With His will? I have resolvy- 
ed before God that I will never 
want things that I cannot talk 
to God about. And when I take 
the things to Him, He cures the 
desires that are evil by helping 
me to confess them, and He also 
gives me a blessed confidence that 
I have a right to ask of my heav- 
enly Father for anything in the 
world that I want. 

Oh, Christian, do not shut God 
out of a single corner of your 
heart! Tell Him everything! Ask 
Him for literally everything your 
heart desires! The presumption is 
that God wants you to have every- 
thing you want. Unless it would 
do you harm or dishonor Him, 
He would certainly want you to 
have your heart’s desire. So pray 
for everything you want, meet 
God’s conditions and get it. Or 
if you take a matter to God, and 
He shows you He does not want 
to give it to you, then ask Him 
to take that hurtful desire, of 
Which He does not approve, out 
of your heart. Ask Him for any- 
thing you want, or stop wanting 
it! 
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‘Watch Your Label! 


The figure just below your 
name indicates the month and 
the year through which your 
present subscription runs. 


Renew early so you won't 
miss a single copy of ... THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, 


| enclosing 
| special price of three yearly sub- 
| scriptions for $5 with a free prem- 


THE 


error’s NOLES 


by John R. Rice 


Please Pray! , 


A deep burden is on my soul 
about subscriptions to THe Sworp 
OF THE Lorp. This is the last issue 
that we can mention the subscrip- 
tion campaign. It closes at mid- 
night, March 30. All your Ictters 
subscriptions at the 


ium of the paper-bound _ book, 
Prayer—Asking and Receiving, 
must be postmarked not later than 
midnight, March 30. Will you 
earnestly join this editor in pray- 
er that God will touch the hearts 
of His people and that they will 
do right about sending subscrip- 
tions? Will you join us in asking 
God that He will breathe on Tue 
Sworp to make it the blessing 
that it ought to be. We have re- 
cently been running from 116,000 
to 121,000 circulation per week. 
Last November we counted over 
39,000 ministers who received THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. We feel that 
if the dear Lord in mercy breathes 
upon the wonderful articles and 
sermons published in THE Sworpb 
OF THE LorpD, they can transform 
the lives of thousands. In Jesus’ 
name, please join us in prayer! 

If the Lord will trust us with 
a great increase in the circulation, 
we promise Him and you that we 
will make it more a matter or ur- 
gent prayer than ever, and that we 
wul work harder to make THE 
sworp literally life-transforming. 

We have had one complete night 
of prayer at Wheaton for the sub- 
scription campaign. Some of us 
have held on to God day after 
day about it. Please help us pray! 

Have you done what you ought 
to do about sending subscriptions?, 
Pray about it! 


A Blessed Revival in Sylvania 
Heights Baptist Church, 
Miami, Florida 

This is Friday, March 4, the 
closing day of a thirteen-day re- 
vival campaign in Sylvania 
Heights Baptist Church, Miami, 
Florida. Actually, the church is in 
West Miami. We have had a bless- 
ed revival time. The church enter- 
ed a new auditorium with the 
first day of the revival. Their for- 
mer auditorium seated 170 and 
they were having two Sunday 
morning services each Sunday to 
care for the crowds. The new build- 
ing seats nearly 700. Sunday School 
attendance the last two Sundays 
has been 670 and 648. We have had 
good crowds and a blessed revival. 
Ito not have the figures at hand, 
but I would estimate that some 
70-odd people have come forward 
in the meeting and that about 50 
of these were solid conversions. 
The others were backslders. And 
more than halt of these converts 
were adults. Some 8 or 10 were 
Catholics. Some were gray-headed 
old people. has been a 
wonderfully sweet moving of God's 
Spirit in all the services, and day 
after day we have had people 
saved, 

We close the services tonight. 
Then we catch a Delta Airlines 
plane at 1 a.m. for Chicago and 
will arrive at Chicago four hours 
later. I will spend Saturday in 
our office in Wheaton and then 
take a train Saturday night at 
Joliet for Newton, Kansas, where 
I will be speaking the next eight 
days in a city-wide conference om 
revival and soul Winning, in the 
city auditorium. 


Thank God for a Touch 
of Summer 

At Miami, I have spoken an 
average of over twice daily (one 
day four times and two or three 
days three times). Besides that, 
I have carried on heavy corres- 
pondence and editorial work for 
THE SworD OF THE LorD. Mrs. 
Rice and my secretary came with 
me and the office work had to 
go on. But happily along with the 
blessed revival and the pressure 
of office work, I have had a most 
happy touch of summer and a 
spirit of vacation in my heart. For 
one thing, when I wanted a grape- 
fruit, I stood on the stoop of the 
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| cottage where we have lived these 


(Continued on page 6) 


Page Four 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, March 25, 1955 


“Books That Most Influenced My 
Life” 


life, chooses 


Bob Jones, Jr. 


(Dr. Bob Jones, Jr. is the vigorous, cul- 
tured and devoted president of Bob Jones 
University, Greenville, South Carolina; a fam- 
ous Shakespearean scholar. Below Dr. Jones 
names the books that have most influenced his 


a favorite commentary and a re- 


cent good book). 


February 18, 1955 


Dear Friend: 
If it is not too late, here they are— 
1. The Works of William Shakespeare 
2. Pilgrim’s Progress, by John Bunyan 


3. The Imitation of Christ, by Thomas 
a’Kempis 
. The Trial and Death of Jesus Christ, by Stalker 


5. Ben Hur, by Lewis Wallace 


4 
>) 
6. Book of Martyrs, by George Fox 
7 


. Paradise Lost, by Milton 


8. A Life of David Livingstone (This, I read years ago, and I 
don’t even remember the name of the author, but it gave me a pro- 
found missionary vision and interest as a child.) 


9. Ruskin’s Essays 


You will note there are only nine, and they are a strange and 
conglomerate list—I presume, of course, that you meant the books 
that have influenced my life in addition to the Bible. But the reason 
I left the tenth missing is that I simply could not decide which one to 
put down. There are a number of volumes of verse, a number of fine 
classics, some in English and some in Latin like the orations of 
Cicero, that possibly affected my style and certainly stimulated my 
imagination. There are several fine novels that have left a much 
more permanent influence than commentaries or devotional works. 
There are a number of histories including Gibbon’s Decline and Fall 
of the Roman Empire; there are some adventure stories, books on 
travel—I must owe a debt and obligation to a thousand authors, for 
I have always been an omnivorous reader since I was old enough to 
read. As a matter of fact, if I hadn’t been ashamed to do so, I would 
have listed Hans Christian Andersen as one of the authors who has 
influenced my life, for I am sure he did. 


To my way of thinking the best commentary is Jamieson, Faus- 
set, and Brown’s COMMENTARY ON THE WHOLE BIBLE. 


I have read very few recent books except the ones that have 


come from the Sword of the Lord, 


and of all these, the one that has 


impressed me most is Erich Sauer’s From Eternity to Eternity. You 
have my comment on this in connection with the review mailed to 


you on October 21, 1954...” 


Sincerely Yours 
(Signed) Bob Jones, Jr. 
President 


Sword of the Lord EVANGEL- 
IST OSCAR WELLS conducted 
two fine revival meetings during 
the month of January. He was 
with the Community Gospel Cgn- 
ter of Butler, Indiana, where Rev. 
D. E. Worch is the fine pastor. 
During this meeting there were 
17 straightout conversions to 
Christ and 6 rededications and 6 
families that began family altar. 
This is a rather small church and 
during the meeting all Sunday 
school records were broken. The 
entire church was revived and 
blessed. 


The second campaign was with 
the Langley Bible Church of Lang- 
ley, Oklahoma, where Rev. Her- 
man Arnett is the pastor. During 
this campaign there were 18 first- 
time decisions for the Lord Jesus 
Christ and 25 sincere rededications 
to Christ from those who had 
strayed away. Also, there were 
24 families who began a family 
altar with daily devotions as a 
direct result of the meetings. This 
is a small mission work away back 
in the hills of Oklahoma and the 
pastor has only been there three 
months. The congregation is made 
up of both Indians and white 
people and this was the best re- 
vival they ever had. 


Evangelist Wells is willing to 
go to any church whether large or 
small where the Lord clearly leads. 
Pastors wishing to inquire about 
him may write Evangelist Bill 
Rice, Director, 214 West Wesley 
Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 

* 2K * 


Sword of the Lord EVANGEL- 
IST ROBERT L. SUMNER con- 
ducted a revival meeting in the 
Silvis Heights Baptist Church of 
silvis, Illinois, the first two weeks 
of February. The Rev. Paul Rowgo 
is pastor of this good work. There 
were 13 conversions, 29 rededica- 
tions, and 21 families who began 
family altar. The following report 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


of the meeting comes from Evan- 
gelist Sumner: 

“R. O. Stone of Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, was the song leader, 


“Enjoyed (?) .17 below zero 
weather. Saw a good number of 
definite answers to prayer includ- 
ing some the church had -had on 
their prayer list for years. The 
night many pledged family altars, 
the group agreed to pray at 
their first altar for five to be 
saved the next night. Five were. 
One high school girl became very 
burdened about her unsaved 
parents after I preached on Hell. 
After much tears and prayer, 
lacking courage to talk to them, 
she wrote a letter telling how 
she loved them and wanted them 
to be saved, leaving it by their 
breakfast plates. That night they 
came to church for the first time 
in years, I believe. The next night 
they were back and led the way 
when the invitation was given to 
trust Christ. A few nights later, 
when the meeting closed, the hus- 
band and father had already read 
through Genesis, Exodus, and most 
of Leviticus. 


“One night a husband came to 
trust Christ while his wife was 
down in the basement with the 
baby (church had no _ nursery). 
When they started home in the 
car he told her he had been saved. 
She became so concerned about 
her own salvation that when they 
arrived home, he took the child- 
ren in the house and she drove 
hurriedly back to the church. In 
her haste, she drove into the ditch, 
jumped out into a snowbank, fell, 
tearing off one heel of her shoe. 
She picked up the heel and rushed 
into the church, heel in hand, and 
announced that she wanted to be 
saved. Of course in a short time, 
she was. There were other heart- 
warming experiences. For example, 
one lady came out to visitation on 
a cold morning although she was 
really sick. Going door to door 


Vacation Bible Schools 


An unusually fine opportunity for churches to reach children 
with the Gospel. Four good reasons why 
your church should have one 


By Evangelist Robert L, Sumner 
Editorial Assistant 


“The Children of today are the Church of tomorrow! 
Or are they? According to the statisticians, the vast majority 
of today’s children will never darken tomorrow’s church doors 
—and even a tremendous percentage of the boys 
now in our Sunday Schools will be lost to or useless in to- 
morrow’s church. It is a tragically sad picture! 
Light Press quotes an educational survey showing how the 
average child spends the 65 free hours he has normally each 
week of the school year. The break down was as follows: 28 
hours watching television, 10 hours reading comic books and 
jattending the movies, 15 hours playing, 
at home, and only 114 hours at Church and Sunday School. 


and girls 


The Gospel 


1014 hours helping 


There is no light or easy answer 
to this problem, of course, but 
a strong, scriptural, well-planned, 
carefully-executed Vacation Bible 
School program will certainly be 
a good step in the right direction. 
Usually pastors face the question 
of whether or not to have a Vaca- 
tion Bible School wondering, ‘‘Can 
we afford it?” But, actually, can 
you afford not to? Can you afford 
to pass up a chance like this to 
win children to Christ, train them 
in the “Thus saith the Lord” of 
Scripture, and do good in your 
community that will help your 
church the rest of the year? 

Let me: give you four outstand- 
ing reasons——any one sufficient in 
itself—why your church. should 
have a Vacation Bible School this 


she found a young girl, unchurch- 
ed, who agreed to come that night 
if picked up. That night she was 
the first forward to be saved.” 

* * + 

Our good friend, EVANGELIST 
HOMER BRITTON = (500 Port- 
view Place, Chattanooga, Ten- 
nessee) sends uS.a report of his 
evangelistic work for the past 
two or three months. In December 
he was in Pasco, Washington, 
where some 50 came for salvation 
and: church membership. Next he 
served the Calvary Baptist Church, 
San Francisco, where 30 came for- 
ward for salvation and member- 
ship. In January the evangelist 
was in the First Southern Baptist 
Church of Springfield, Illinois, 
where around 35 came forward to 
accept Christ and join the local 
church, Next he went to the First 
Baptist Church, Woodland, Calif- 
ornia, where some 40 came for 
salvation and membership. The 
first two weeks in February he 
was in Dodge City, Kansas, where 
he had 86 forward for salvation 
and church membership. Now he 
is in the closing days of the second 
week at Junction City, Kansas, 
where some 40 have been saved 
so far, and come into the church. 
Next he will be going to Oxford, 
Alabama, then to Northside Bap- 
tist Church, Wauchula, Florida. 
Beginning March 21 he will be two 
weeks in the Memorial Baptist 
Church, Indianapolis, Indiana; 
April 11-24 at Central Baptist 
Church, East Chicago; April 27- 
May 8, First Baptist Church, 
Hancock, New York; May 15-22 
at Faith Baptist Church, Pekin, 
Illinois. May 29 he begins with 
the big tent in Alton, Illinois; 
Springfield, Illinois; Chicago, Ill- 
inois; Peoria, Illinois, etc. 

* * * 

Under the leadership of Sword 
Evangelist J. OSCAR WELLS, the 
Berean Baptist Church of New 
Berlin, New York, experienced the 
blessing of God during evangelistic 
services held February 13-20. Pas- 
tor Guy H. Kinney reports that 
this gospel-preaching church had 
been having only minor success in 
soul winning. God graciously gave 
a deeper concern for souls and new 
success in winning the lost. Forty- 
six came forward for salvation, 
and many Christians reconsecrat- 
ed themselves to the Lord. A- 
mong the converts was a man in 
his seventies; a young unfaithful 
husband; and a mother with a 
large family. With the Sunday 
School attendance increasing from 
91 to 167 during the campaign 
and many other contacts having 
been made through the daily visi- 
tation, the church is planning a 
special day of visitation each 
week. 

- - . 
Two weeks of revival services 


(Continued on page 5) 


summer. First, it is an opportun- 
ity to win boys and girls to a 
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ 
as their own personal Saviour 
from sin. The Vacation Bible School 
has several definite advantages 
along this line that the Sunday 
School does not have. For ex- 
ample, the successive days of 
teaching, without a long pause 
between, gives a better opportun- 
ity for conviction to become in- 
tensified and turn into repentance 
and conversion. Often in the Sun- 
day School when a child begins to 
feel convicted, he loses that sense 
of conviction before another week 
has rolled around. 


Second, it is a golden opportun- 
ity to reach new children for your 
Sunday School and Church. The 
all-out publicity, the newspaper, 
radio and television advertising, 
the pre-school parade, the postors 
and handbills scattered through- 
out the community, and the other 
means used by most Vacation 
3ible Schools, always attract many 
boys and girls not attending any 
Sunday School or Church. By 
proper follow-up and the interest 
generated in their hearts from 
your VBS program, you _ should 
be able to have them attending 
your Sunday School and Church 
regularly and enthusiastically. It is 
equally an opportunity to reach 
lost parents through these new 
children contacts. 

Third, it is a real, proven, suc- 
cessful means of training the boys 
and girls already in your Sunday 
School and Church in the Word 
of God. The two weeks spent in 
a well-ordered Vacation Bible 
Sehool can be as valuable for 
grounding your pupils in Divine 
truth as a normal 6-month period 
of Sunday School time. We do not 
have our boys and girls enough 
as it is! When you think of the 
long hours of training they receive 
in secular schools studying the 
three ‘R’s, what time we have 
them on Sunday is mighty brief! 
‘I am for getting them—and you 
should be too—under the teaching 
of the Scriptures every time we 
possibly can! Vacation Bible 
School is one good opportunity to 
do this effectively. 

Fourth, the Vacation Bible 
School is also an opportunity to 
train your adult membership in 
service, leadership, responsibilty 
and soul winning. The hard pre- 
paration with its long hours of 
study and detail work, the char- 
acter development that comes 
from handling children of these 
ages for so long a time, the ex- 
perience in leading these children 
to Christ with an open Bible, and 
other phases of service in such a 
school are wonderful ways to de- 
velop talent, find teachers for 
your Sunday School and give your 
adult members a sweet taste of 
the joy of service and soul win- 
ning. 

Of the four things, of course, 
the winning of the children to 
Christ is the most important and 
the whole school should be geared 
around this. The _ singing, the 
classes, the recreation program, 
the handwork and all the rest are 
incidental to the salvation of the 
pupils. Take your eyes off this 
and your school will be a failure. 

We wrote several publishing 
houses asking them to send us 
samples of their material for re- 
view. However, since we only re- 
ceived replies from a few in time 
for this issue we decided to let 
our readers browse through the 
various Vacation Bible School 
material ads which appear in this 


al information to the publishers 
whose material impresses them 
the most. 


The Gospel Light Press has a 
“Skipper’s Guide” for directors, 
superintendents, teachers and 
helpers in a Vacation Bible School 
that is a gold mine of information 
and help. It has wonderful advice 
on training your teachers, plan- 
ning for your school, launching 
the program, how to tell a Bible 
story to children, publicity and 
promotion, and following up and 
conserving results. It even has 
information for the workers on 
“how to lead a child to Christ.” 


Scripture Press also has a direc- 
tor’s guidebook called ‘Marching 
On,” which would be very helpful 
to anyone planning a Vacation 
Bible School. It is divided into 
four sections, “Plans to Make,” 
“Lessons to Teach,” “Suggestions 
to Help,” and “Supplies to Use,’ 
the third section of which is filled 
with especially helpful ideas and 
material. 


Both of these guidebooks would 
be of real value, I believe, to any- 
one whether they were using the 
Gospel Light and Scripture Press 
courses, or any other. I think 
“Skipper’s Guide” and ‘Marching 
On” can be purchased separately 
and very reasonably. 

Won't you prayerfully consider 
and carefully plan a_ Vacation 


Bible School for your’ church 
this summer? It will mean 
hard work, long hours of 
prayer, tedious detail work and 


many problems, but the dividends 
will 
than 


in both time and eternity 
make every effort more 
worthwhile. 


HERALD 
SUMMER 
BIBLE SCHOOL 
SERIES 


HERALD SBS SERIES 
holds a unique place in the 
field of Vacation Bible 
School materials. Superb 
quality; a delightful spirit; 
and the best in content at 
child’s level. Write 


each 


for complete details to: 


HERALD PRESS 
SCOTTDALE, PA. 


issue and then write for addition- 
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Page Five 


I quote from a letter I received 


recently from one of our’ Bob 
Jones University graduates who is 
in the Army. Here is what he 
says: “I want to take time out 
from a busy Army life to write 
and thank you for Bob’ Jones 
University and the four years of 
training I received there. The 
philosophy of life and the disci- 
pline I received have greatly help- 
ed me to become adjusted to 
Army life. I want to also thank 
you for the Student Loan Endow- 
ment Fund which made it possible 
for me to attend school. I have 
just recently completed the a- 
mount I owed on the scholarship 
which I was unable to work off 
while in school. I am more ap- 
preciative now than ever before 
of the loan I was able to obtain 
from the Student Loan Endow- 
ment Fund. I will continue to 
pray for the school and will ap- 
preciate your prayers for me— 
one of your boys who is serving 
Uncle Sam.” 

I wish it were the privilege of 
all of our friends to read the 
wonderful letters we get from our 
students in all parts of the world. 
Some of them are ministers of 


the Gospel; some are school teach- 
ers; some are in the Army; some 
are housewives and mothers; some 
are businessmen, But they © all 
write of their appreciation of the 
Christian philosophy emphasized at 
Bob Jones University. All of you 
friends who have prayed for the 
work or invested some of the 
Lord’s money in the work have 
a part in all the wonderful re- 
sults that God has accomplished 
through the institution which I 
founded and of which my son is 
the President. Please keep pray- 
ing for us, and please continue to 
recommend the right kind of stu- 
dents to us, and please invest 
some of the Lord’s money in our 
Student Loan Endowment. Fund 
and Missionary Fund and Build- 
ing Fund. Remember, we need 
$1,500,000 in the next two or three 
years to complete additional build- 
ings to house additional students. 
Thank you for whatever the Lord 
may lead you to invest. God bless 
you. 


BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, S. C. 
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The following is a letter from Missionary Fred D. Jarvis 


in Japan acknowledging a thousand dollar check 


recently 


sent to the Word of Life Press in Korea for publication of 


Dr. 
the letter for yourself, 


“Dear Brother Rice: 

“T recently learned from Broth- 
er Bill Garfield that you have sent 
a thousand dollars to the Word of 
Life Press in Korea for publication 
of your book ‘Hell,’ as well as for 
your tract, ‘What Must I Do to 
Be Saved?’ We certainly praise 
God for this. The needs there are 
tremendous. 


“T recently finished five weeks 
of meetings in Korea having city- 
wide campaigns for a week each in 
four cities. God wonderfully bless- 
ed, and everywhere the cry was 
‘Give me more literature.’ In one 
meeting alone the brethren sold 
over $200.00 worth of books. For 
years they have been denied litera- 
ture in their own language under 
the Japanese occupation, and with 
the destruction of war the work 
was further retarded. Now there 
is a tremendous demand for litera- 
ture of all kinds. I do trust that 
it may be possible for us to get 
some of your other books in print 
soon, The ‘Soul Winner’s Fire,’ 1 
believe, is completed as far as the 
translation is concerned. Brother 
Hyun who has been my interpre- 
ter, and who has for many years 
taught English in college and sem- 
inary, is, I believe, one of the best 
translators in Korea. He has fin- 
ished the work, and this means 
that it is one of the best transla- 
tions possible. He told me how 
much his own soul was blessed by 
working on this book. 

“We praise the Lord for the 
tremendous influence that the mil- 
lions of tracts that you have pro- 
vided for Japan have been, plus 
the several books which have been 
translated into Japanese. I do hope 
and pray that God will make it 
possible for you to get all these 
printed in Korean in time, It does 
not seem just or fair that America 
should have so much. spiritual 
truth, and the rest of the world 
denied even the crumbs that fall 
from the table. I believe that God 
is going to continue to enable you 
and other missionary-minded 
friends to change this picture. 
Certainly the Gospel was intended 
for every creature. God bless you, 
Brother Rice, for all that you have 
done. Thank you again for your 
gift of $1,000.00. I know it will 
bring salvation to many. 

“Gratefully in Him,” 

(Signed) Fred D. Jarvis 

735 4,Chome 
Setagaya-Cho, Setagaya-Ku 
Tokyo, Japan 


Rice’s booklet, What the Bible Says 


About Hell. Read 


| Israel, 


Yesterday we sent $1500.00 to 
Missionary Joe Weatherly in In- 
dia, out of our Free Literature 
Fund. This will print more book- 
lets on “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” in the Hindi-Marathi 
language. $350.00 of this amount 
will go for a printing of Dr. Rice’s 
soul winning book, The Soul Win- 
ner’s Fire, in India. 

If you feel led to help us in 
this foreign literature work, ad- 
dress your offerings to the Free 
Literature Fund, Sword of the 
Lord Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois. 


Make Mea Cake Binsd 


By Edna Loveless Hook 


God seems to make it a condi- 
tion of receiving, that we give 
from our meager store first. 

The widow to whom Elijah was 
sent would never have found that 
the meal ‘‘wasted not” throughout 
the whole period of famine had 
she not had faith to believe the 
prophet’s words and make him a 
little gake first. 

“For thus saith the Lord God of 
The barrel of meal shall 
not waste, neither shall the cruise 
of oil fail, until the day that the 
Lord sendeth rain upon the earth. 
And she went and did...” (I Kings 
17:14). 

There is the formula—faith and 
obedience. 

Look at Peter, the fisherman, 
Business was bad. They had toiled 
all night and taken nothing, and 
Jesus wants him to take time off 
and lend Him his boat! Do you 
think he hesitated? But afterward 
——the draught of fishes! 

And there was Abraham. The 
Lord had promised him the land, 
but the promise seemed slow of 
fulfillment. He separated from 
Lot, and was even willing to lose 
What small part of the land he 
might rightfully have claimed for 
his flocks rather than be selfishly 
grasping. 

This magnanimous act seemed 
to bring God’s more magnanimous 
response: “And the Lord said unto 
Abram after that Lot was sepa- 
rated from him, Lift up now 
thine eyes and look from the place 
Where thou art northward, and 
southward, and eastward, and 
westward: For all the land which 
thou seest, to thee will I give it, 
and to thy seed forever.” 

Jesus says, “Give, and it shall be 


With the 


Evangelists 


(Continued from page 4) 


have closed at Almedia, Pennsy]l- 
vania, at the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church with EVANGEL- 
IST JACK YOST and song leader 


-Les Nixon. The pastor, Rev. Her- 


bert E. Glasgow, reports twelve 
conversions during the revival. 
7 rie * 
EVANGELIST H. B. BARNETT 
had a good revival at Bible Bap- 
tist Church, Chanute, Kansas. He 
reports 18 first-time decisions for 
Christ, mostly in the homes 
through personal work, 
* rd * 
EVANGELIST DEL FEHSEN- 
FELD, reports on two meetings 
in Arizona. The first was with 
the Bethel Baptist Church, Rev. C. 
McCorkle, pastor, in Tucson, where 
12 professions of faith were re- 
corded. At Elfrida, Arizona, in 
the Baptist Church where Rev. 
John Weeks is pastor, 42 responded 
to the invitation to accept Christ, 
follow the Lord in baptism or 
transfer membership. ‘Thirty-five 
were first-time professions. When 
he wrote the evangelist was in the 
midst of revival services at First 
Baptist Church, Douglas, Arizona. 
So far 18 had responded to the 
invitation to accept Christ. Rev. 
Nelson Crow is the pastor. March 
23-April 4 the evangelist will be 
at First Baptist Church, Eaton, 
Colorado; at Fairmount Park Free 


Will Baptist Church, Norfolk, 

Virginia, April 5-17. 
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Plow Work 


“Our minister 
about sacrifice. 


is always talking 
I am getting tired 


of it. He expects us to give, give, 
give all the time. He seems to 


think the church is the greatest in- 
stitution in the world.” 

“Perhaps ‘he is right. But I 
agree with you that we can't al- 
ways be giving to the church. 
There are other things that we 
must think of. I am afraid our 
minister is visionary rather than 
practical.” 

The first speaker was a wealthy 
businessman and the second was 
a successful lawyer. Both men had 
very large incomes; they lived not 
only in comfort but in luxury, and 
denied themselves nothing that 
they felt it desirable to have. They 
were church members and gave 
“senerously’; but neither of them 
really knew the meaning of the 
word “sacrifice.”’ 

A few months after this conver- 
sation the two men joined a party 
that was going round the world. 
Before they started, their “vision- 
ary’ minister earnestly asked 
them to observe and remember 
any unusual and interesting things 
that they might see in the mission- 
ary countries through which the 


party was to travel. The men 
promised—carelessly, perhaps—to 
do so. 


In Korea, one day, they saw in 
a field by the side of the road a 
boy pulling a rude plow, while an 
old man held the plow handles and 
directed it. The lawyer was amus- 
ed, and took a sn: apshot of the 
scene. 

“That’s a curious picture! I sup- 
pose they are very poor,” he said 
to the missionary who was inter- 
preter and guide to the party. 

“Yes,” was the quiet reply. 
“That is the family of Chi Noui. 
When the church was being built 
they were eager to give something 
to it, but they had no money, so 
they sold their only ox and gave 
the money to the church, This 
spring they are pulling the plow 
themselves.” 

The lawyer and the _ business- 
man by his side were silent for 
some moments. Then the business- 
man said, ‘“‘That must have been a 
real sacrifice.” 

“They did not call it that,” said 
the missionary. “They thought it 
was fortunate that they had an ox 
to sell.” 

The lawyer and the businessman 
had not much to say. But when 


given unto you.” Not: “It shall be 
given unto you, and from your 
abundance, give.” 
We have to believe God and 
step out in faith before we receive. 
“Make me a little cake first.” 


—Wesleyan Methodist 
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DON'T I 


DON’T GIVE UP 


pace Duc UP, TEND... 
“GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY!” 

Some years ago a prominent French jurist was 
murderer. In his final address to the jury he said: 


re ® @ 5 


ati orney fora 
“Gentlemen of the 


Jury! My task is very easy. The accused has confessed; a defense is 
impossible, and yet I want to add a few words. There. on the wall, I 
see the picture of the Crucified ‘Christ and I pay homage to Him. 
There hangs the picture in this hall of justice, where you condemn 


the guilty. But why do we not hear any 
schools to which we send our children? Why does the murderer, for the 
first time in his life, see the Crucified One here in this hall, where the 
law will punish him? If the attention of my client had been directed 
to the Crucified when he sat on the benches of the school, he would 
not now sit here facing disgrace and infamy. Yes, it 


thing of Him in our public 


1c ’ .¥ ¥ +7 
IS you, gentie=- 


men, whom I accuse. You that brag, with your education and your 
culture, and yet are barbarous, who spread atheism and lust among the 
people, and then are astonished when the people reply with crime 
and vulgarity.” 

The Missionary Review of the World—J. B. M. 


ONLY ONE-TENTH OF AN ICE-BERG IS VISIBLE 
SURFACE... WHEN YOU'RE TEMPTED TO 
SUPERFICIAL APPEARANCE, REMEMBER 


ON TH 
JUDGE SIN BY. IT 
THE ICE-BERG! 
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(From the hook of 95 pages, 
the Lord Publishers, 


DRIFTWOOD, 
Wheaton, Illinois.) 


Price, paper binding, $1. Sword of 


K ee ping On 


By R. G. LeTourneau 


involves a lot of 
it did when I was a 


Swimming, for youngsters, 
rough-and-tumble horseplay—at least 
boy. When we wrestled in the water, I had a distinct ad- 
vantage over my friends: a pair of lungs that enabled me to 
stay under water much longer than they could. I could tussle 
under water until they cried “Unele!’ and swim ashore with- 
out coming up for air. That ability to stick, to keep on, won 
me water-fights with older and bigger boys. 

That same ability to keep on 
keeping on when one’s head is un- 


usually 


creature when you throw some 
der water, I have found in indus-| obstruction in its path: it will 
trial life, in spiritual life, in every | craw! under, or over, or around, 


phase of life, is what it takes to 


Win. 


and keep on until it reaches its 
objective. Watch it drag home. an 


Analyzing the differences be-| object several times its size and 
tween men who have failed, and| weight. 
men who have succeeded, I have Call it stick-to-it-ive-ness, or 


reached the conclusion that the 
deciding factor is usually in one’s 
staying power, It.is not just cour- 
age alone: it is courage, energy, 
and determination combined. 
Many a brilliant man with drive, 
pep, enthusiasm, personality, and 
apparently all the qualities of 
leadership has yet failed, because 


call it stubbornness, or call it what 
you will, it is just keeping on 
keeping on. It Is not merely never 
taking “no” for an answer. It is 
keeping on when the answer is No, 
(Continued on page 6) 


“Win With Magic’’ 


he allowed some obstacle, or a Send $1.00 for the “MAGIC 
series of obstacles, to stop him 2 aga age, Pag 
dead. Had he taken Solomon’s ad- xons, postpaid. Each lesson 
vice and gone for counsel to the complete, with simple in- 

structions, and Scripture 


ant, he could have learned his les- 
son. Watch that weak-looking 


application, Any one can 
use them. 
S 


‘ CK 
SCRIPTURE SERVICE 
Peakiand, Tennessee 


l aids that Wiw 


SUSIE 
BOOKS 


and other thrill- 
ing adventure 
stories for your 
children, by J. C. 
Brumfield, A pos- 
sine ' ’ jtive vospel mes- 
sage, saturated with practical down-to- 
earth application of Bible truths. | 
Ideal for use in the DVBS, Sunday 
School and other children’s meetings. 
Broadeast coast-to-coast on Radio Kids 
Bible Club. 
15 Susie Books 3 Johnny Books 
New Cherry Book 
35c each — 3 for $1.00 
Write for list of titles and radio log: 
RADIO KIDS BIBLE CLUB, INC. 
P. O. Box 25725, Los Angeles 25, Calif. 


they reached home the lawyer took 
that picture to his minister and 
told him the story. 

“I want to double my pledge to 
the church,” he said. ‘‘And give 
me some plow work to do, please. 
I have never known what sacrifice 
for the church meant. A converted 
heathen taught me. I am ashamed 
to say I have never yet given any- 
thing to my church that cost me 
anything.” 

How much does the average 
modern church member ever sacri- 
fice for his religion? How many 
that call themselves Christians 
ever sold the ox and then harness- 
ed themselves to the plow? 

—From “The Evangelist” 
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Mountain-Top Experience at 
Living Faith Bible Conference 


Bear Trap Ranch, 
Near Colo. Springs, Colo, 
 Suly 24-31—8500 feet up in Rockies 


. Speakers: Robert Lutz, Pastor, Corona Pres- 
& byterian Church, Denver, where President 
and Mrs. Eisenhower attend in summer: Theo- 
dore Epp, Back to the Bible Broadcast; Horace 
Dean, Christ for America; Dawson ‘Trotman, 
The Navigators, and director of follow-up 
for many Billy Graham campaigns; Marvin 
Lewis, Youth Leader and Fyvyangelist, plus missionaries with reports and ‘films. 
Special Music—Choir—Quartets and other groups. 


Clifford Lewis, Theodore Epp 


Director 


Rates: $3.00 a day, adults, room and meals; $2.00 for children, 7-12; 
$1.00 3-6 years; under 3, free, Registration fee -~$1.00. 
Write for detailed folder, sample mavazine and packace of free tracts. 
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Keeping On 


(Continued from page 5) 


no, nog, no, no, no, and no! It is 


refusing to take “no” for a con- 
clusion. When the banks 
threatening to call your loan, and 
the coffers are empty, keep on. 
When the production lags, and 
there seems no way to overcome 
the slowdown, keep on. When sales 
fall off, and the mouths of your 
sales force curve down, just keep 
on. 

ixeep on when the other fellow 
quits; I have found it absolutely 
essential in designing machinery. 
The bright idea which gleams so 
dazzlingly at the start seems to 
grow dim as one gropes through 
the maze of problems. You squirm 
this way and that, looking for a 
solution, and you find none. You 
try a dozen or a hundred schemes, 
and’ none works. Now is the time 
to quit, or to keep on searching; 
keep on beating your brains out 
until you find the answer. For the 
answer you get, then, will be a 
different answer from the one any- 
one else ever got. You'll have a 
unique advantage. 

I have found this spirit neces- 
sary in battling problems, produc- 
tion problems, personnel problems. 
I am not a prize fighter, but I 
know what a prize fighter must 
have in order to win. I am not a 
salesman, but I realize that’s what 
a salesman must have to win. The 
salesman who makes the grade 
in foul weather as well as fair 
weather, must Keep on, whether 
he is going door to door, purchas- 
ing agent to purchasing agent, or 
contractor to contractor. 

The supreme example of keeping 
on, as of all worth while, is our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Of Him the 
Seriptures say: “He shall not fail 
nor be discouraged, till he have 
set judgment in the earth.” 
was on the cross, hanging between 
two thieves, mocked, derided, God's 
face hidden from Him because He 
was there as the Bearer of sins, 
suffering, the Just for the unjust, 
crucified by men, smitten of God, 
all the powers of darkness arrayed 
against Him: it was at such a time 
' that He cried with a triumphant 
voice: “It is finished!” 

—Exchange 


Editor’s Notes 


(Continued from page 3) 
two weeks, shook a_ grapefruit 
tree and big ones came bouncing 
down! And these grapefruit are 
the sweetest I have ever tasted. 
We have eaten them two or three 
times a day. Then we found we 
could buy avocados as big as 
eranefruits or coconuts three for a 
quarter, and I have had all I 
could eat of them! Mocking birds 
sit on the tree and on the tele- 
phone post outside our windows 
and sing and sing and sing. We 
haven't had the like since we 


moved from Texas fifteen years | 
; 


ago! 

Last Saturday we arose before 
2 a.m., drove 130 miles. down in 
the Florida Keys, unloaded three 
boats from trailers, the party of 
us, and went fishing, 


ing out in the Gulf among the | 
islands. We got nearly 100 pounds | 
of fish, Snappers, groupers, and 


barracudas. And I got a real sitn-| 
burn and am still peeling 
One man in our party caught a 
shark and after playing him for. 
about an hour, found he was too | 
big to land when he got him up) 
to the boat and so let him go! 

Ve were back in time to have 
Supper and go to a blessed meet- 
oe that night. On Tuesday night. 
the party of 19 met, cooked sup- 
per of fish and hush puppies in 
the open air and had a_ happy 
fellowship. 

Naturally we couldn't eat all'| 
the fish. All the rest are in the 
deep freeze. We have enjoyed the | 
sunshine, the water, 
But praise God, we have seen 
souls saved every day and we 
really pitied the people in the 
expensive hotels on Miami Beach 
who had nothing better to do than 
Joll in the sun. 


The Editor’s Commentary on 
Matthew Being Printed 


After long years of work, writ- 
ing, revising, editing, correcting, 
the editor’s commentary on Mat- 
thew has now been set in type. 
Final proofs are being read, and 


are 


— 


It | 


| by Dr. 
I went fish- | 


| God's 
off! | 


the fruit. | 


soon the presses will be rolling on 
this big book of some 430 pages. 
I had such great blessing in the 
studying, searching the Scriptures, 
writing the comments, answering 
the questions involved in the verse- 
by-verse commentary on Matthew, 
that I humbly believe God will 
bless it to the hearts of many 
thousands. God grant it! We think 
that people need a commentary 
that is warmly evangelistic, one 
that is written from the viewpoint 
of an out-and-out Bible believer, 
and one that does not miss the 
clear premillennial teaching in the 
Book of Matthew, and yet does 
not go to extremes of dispensation- 
alism. We think the book will sell 
for $3.75. It should be ready in two 
months. However, I will make a 
pre-publication price of $3 for this 
big commentary on Matthew. The 
price will positively be higher 
when the book comes out. If you 
wish to save money and can wait 
a couple of months for the book, 
send your $3 now to Sword of 
the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois, for 
John R. Rice’s commentary on 
Matthew. : 


Others Gloriously Saved 
at Miami 


Above we told of the blessed 
revival in Miami, and estimated 
there may have been 50 or more 
saved. This is written later. The 
pastor told me that night that 
there were 65 conversions al- 
ready recorded, people who had 
made no profession of faith before, 
besides backsliders reclaimed, and 
those coming for @hurch mem- 
bership. And he said that others 
had been saved but the personal 
workers who dealt with them in 
the inquiry room had not yet turn- 
ed in the cards. 

There were two additional pro- 
fessions of faith in the closing 
service Friday night. A fine Meth- 
odist pastor down in the Florida 
Keys had brought a carload of 
people and one young woman re- 
ceived the assurance of salva- 
tion. 

We went back to the nice two- 
bedroom, kitchen-and-bath cottage 
rented for us by the church where 
the pastor and a couple of deacons 
were to meet us and take us to 
the airport. But our beloved friend, 
Deacon Duke Blakeney, came to 
tell us that in the adjoining trail- 
er camp, a man had waited for 


him, wanting to be saved. He 
said, “If you had gone with me, 
I would have gone to accept 


Christ tonight.’ Brother Blakeney 
asked him if he would talk to 
the evangelist and he said, ‘I’ll 
talk to anybody; I want to be 
saved tonight.” 


So we went to his trailer and 
sat together with an open Bible 
among us three. He told me how 
he had gone 41 years without God. 
He was divorced, his home. brok- 
en, Last August his mother had 
given him a Bible and he had 
begun to read it. Then in the re- 
vival meeting, he had been given 
a copy of THE SworpD OF THE LORD. 
Pointing to it lying on the table 
before us he said, “That sermon 
sure did a lot to make me think!” 
[t was the sermon, ““The King of 
Terrors and the King of Kings,” 
Arthur Petrie. 

I had preached that 
“The Harvest Is Past, the Sum- 
mer Is Ended, and We Are Not 
Saved” (Jer. 8:20). I showed how 
harvesttime of youth, of 
| special dealing, of the dealing of 
‘friends and the dealing of the 
_Holy Spirit, the harvesttime of re- 
vival and the harvesttime of life 
itself passed away. God would not 
always call. Some day men would 
miss God’s last train for Heav- 
en. This man had _ been deep- 
'ly moved by these truths. He 
told me, “I drive an English 
CAP i AAG ccd brid Be b OB bord ave 


night on 


Shaded 100 miles an hour with it. 
And I thought, 


‘One of these days 
God will not let me get by?’ ”’ 

It was easy to show him Scrip- 
tures and after the good deacon 
and I had each prayed briefly, he 
humbly and brokenheartedly asked 
God to forgive his sins and put 
his trust in Jesus, 


We got the bags in the car (Mrs. 
Rice, my secretary, Miss Viola 
Walden, and I) with the pastor. 
Deacons Blakeney and Wood fol- 
lowed in another car and we went 
to the airport to catch a one 
o'clock plane. We carried in the 
bags and here came friends to see 
us off. One had her hair in curl- 
ers. She had flown down from 
New Jersey just for this meeting 


Liq 


(Continued from page 1) 


liquor, five billion -dollars on 
“cures,” five billion dollars on 


work stoppage due to drunkenness, 
and five billion more for crimes 
in which drunkenness figured. The 
creeping paralysis of liquor is sap- 
ping our morals, ruining our 
homes, and luring people away 
from the church. To an intelligent 
person, there is simply no argu- 
ment for insobriety. 

Thank God for principal leaders 
like Governor Knight who have 
the integrity and the fortitude 
to sound a solemn warning re- 
garding the perils of drunkenness. 


Many Christians have been too 
smug concerning this great and 
forbidding evil. Negatively they 
have folded their hands and said: 
“Drunkenness doesn’t bother me,” 
while at the same time they do 
nothing to “bother drunkenness,” 
and to destroy its devastating 
power. Christians have often been 
complacent while such organiza- 
tions as Alcoholics Anonymous 
have sprung up to do the job the 
church should have been doing all 
the while. 


The Bible is not silent concern- 
ing any force which ruins the 
souls of men. It strikes and strikes 
hard against any and all of Satan’s 
tricks and devices, and it is very 
clear in its utter denunciation of 
drunkenness. 

The Bible says: “Woe to the 
crown of pride, to the drunkards 
of Ephraim, whose glorious beauty 
is a fading flower...” (Isa. 28: 
1). 

“Woe unto him that giveth his 
neighbor to drink, that puttest thy 
bottle to him, and makest him 
drunken also .. .” (Hab. 2:15). 

“And take heed to yourselves, 


and for a brief visit with relatives. 
Another, wonderfully saved not 
long ago, had brought. with them 
the woman who all through the 
meeting had resisted every invita- 
tion to attend the services. She 
had seemed very angry when her 
son-in-law trusted Christ. But 


these two earnest Christians had. 


told her, “‘It is your birthday. We'll 
drive downtown to eat to celebrate 
your birthday. We will go by the 
airport to see some friends who 
are leaving tonight.” They did not 
tell this unsaved woman that it 
was the evangelist she had refused 
to hear for two weeks that they 
were going to see off! 

They introduced me to this wo- 
man, told me it was her birthday. 
“Let's go have a coke together, 
then,” I said. So we trooped off 
to find a coke machine and I 
bought coca colas for us. And thus 
we got alone and I talked to this 
woman. I. told her she would 
never have any real peace and 
joy until she came to Christ. I 
reminded her that she knew she 
was a poor sinner and that all 
the promises the world had never 
turned out right. She needed 
Jesus. She said, “I have seen that 
in the great happiness of my 
daughter. I am so glad she is a 
Christian, glad that my son-in-law 
is saved. But I didn’t want to 
do this until I could do it with 
all my heart.” 

I discussed the familiar John 
3:16. I then read to her the deci- 
sion: form in my little booklet. 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
and discussed it line by line. Then 
in a moment she was ready to take 
Christ as Saviour and warmly 
took my hand. Her friend (the two 
had worked together for many 
years) simply stood with tears 
running down her face and praised 
the Lord aloud. 

Then we all went back to our 
crowd, and the new convert, at 
12:40 a.m., told the pastor, Mrs. 
Rice, and others that she had 
trusted Christ, and we had a 
good handshaking in the midst of 
the jostling crowd in the airport 
waiting room. 

In a few more minutes, we 
boarded the Delta plane. At 1 a.m. 
we left. We traveled at 21,000 
feet above the earth and at 4 a.m. 
we landed in Chicago. Now after 
a few hours sleep and breakfast 
at home, I had a day’s work, saw 
my children, and then some of 
them drove me to Joliet where at 
11:40 p.m. Saturday night I took 
the train for Newton, Kansas. 
These words are dictated Sunday 
morning as we approach Newton. 
Here I will preach for eight days, 
God willing. 


uor 


lest at any time your hearts be 
overcharged with surfeiting and 
drunkenness .. .” (Luke 21:34). 

“Let us walk honestly, as in the 
day; not in rioting and drunken- 
ness...” (Rom. 13:13). 

“Woe unto them that rise up 
early in the morning that they 
may follow strong drink; that con- 
tinue all night...” (Isa. 5:11). 

“Be not drunk with wine, where- 
in is excess: but be filled with the 
spirit” (Eph, 5:18). 

Warnings against 
are found in God’s Word from 
Genesis on through the New 
Testament and the evils of strong 
drink are propounded again and 
again. 

Drunkenness was the cause of 
Noah’s sin and debauchery and 
the ensuing curse upon his sons, 

Drunkenness brought moral dis- 
grace to Lot and his family. 


Drunkenness became King 
Elah’s “Waterloo” when he got 
drunk in Tirzah and his chief 
chariot captain, Zimri, conspired 
against him, murdered him and set 
himself up as king. 

Drunkenness stupefied Belshaz- 
zar and his lords and betrayed 
them into the hands of their ene- 
mies. Addiction to strong drink, 
added to their long list of other 
sins, caused God to write upon 
the gilded walls of the palace, 
“Thou art weighed in the balances 
and art found wanting” (Dan. 5: 
27). 

Yes, drunkenness is clearly re- 
nounced and denounced in the 
Bible. In both the tribunal of 
Sacred Writ and Reason, drunken- 
ness is given an irrefutable ver- 
dict of “guilty,” and stands con- 
demned as a menace to society, 
an insult to God, and a disgrace 
to man. 

Let’s take a look at the facts! 
The first year of Repeal, 1934, 
America drank a per capita aver- 
age of 8 gallons of beer, wine 
and whisky. In 1954, twenty 


drunkenness 


years after Repeal, the per capita 
average has increased to over 18 
galtons. 

George R. Reilly, of California, 
testified to a Senate subcommit- 
tee that alcoholic consumption in 
that state had zoomed from 70 
million gallons per year 17 years 
ago to 225 million gallons per an- 
num today, and that at the present 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Liquor 


(Continued from page 6) 


rate of increase it would reach 
500 million gallons annually. 

Arrests for driving while intoxi- 
cated have increased 175% in the 
past twenty yéars. Federal Judge 
Luther W. Youngdahl, former gov- 
ernor of Minnesota, recently de- 
clared that drunken driving was 
doing more harm than commun- 
ism. 


It strikes at the very heart of 
American idealism, gives our ene- 
mies choice material for propa- 
ganda, is a wanton waste of time, 
money, and energy, and eats at 
the foundation of our homes. 


Evangeline Booth, angel of the 
Salvation Army, who, through her 
fine organization, has gathered up 
human wreckage from the streets 
and alleys of the world, never 
spoke truer words than when she 
said: 

“Drink has drained more 
blood, hung more crepe, sold 
more. homes, plunged more 
people into bankruptcy, armed 
more villians, slain more child- 
ren, snapped more’ wedding 
rings, defiled more innocence, 
blinded more eyes, twisted more 
limbs, dethroned more reason, 
wrecked more manhood, dishon- 
ored more womanhood, broken 
more hearts, blasted more lives, 
driven more to suicide, and dug 
more graves than any other 
poisonous scourge that ever 
swept its death dealing waves 
AUCTOSS the world.” 

The Bible puts drunkenness in 
the same category with other 
vicious sins. Listen: “Nor thieves, 
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners, shall in- 
herit the kingdom of God” (I Cor. 
6:10). 

I stand with the Bible on the 


question of drunkenness, and to| three-fifths 
be true to our convictions any | homes 


Official figures from the files 
of Ada County, Idaho, revealed 
that 96 per cent of juvenile delin- 
quent cases in that county, com- 
ing before the court, involved 
liquor. 

In Dallas County, Texas, the 
grand jury had this to say about 
drunkenness and juvenile delin- 
quency: “In numerous instances 
we have seen that juveniles and 
young people involved in crimes 
have a short time earlier been in 
beer joints, taverns and honky- 
tonks.,”’ 


At Laguna Beach, California, 
over 100 high school and college 
students were arrested after two 
nights of wild drinking orgies, 
which were said to be so disgrace- 
ful as to make the gin parties of 
the roaring twenties look like a 
Sunday School picnic. 


But what can you expect when 
many modern parents have whis- 
ky in the family bar and gin in 
the medicine cabinet? Many fath- 
ers and mothers can’t spend a holi- 
day, go on a picnic, observe a 
birthday, celebrate Christmas or 
entertain friends without tanking 
up on liquor. 

A recent survey reveals that in 
three out of five cases of .juven- 
ile delinquency, either the fathers 
or the mothers were excessive 
drinkers. 

These are unvarnished facts 
about drunkenness and juvenile 
celinquency. ‘‘Fool’s Hill” has been 
wet down with alcohol and our 
youngsters are plunging down it 
into a dark and perilous future. 
May God help us! 

Surveys reveal that one million 
youngsters between the ages of 
ten and seventeen years of age 
come before the police each year; 


of them are from 
cursed by drunkenness. 


true minister of the Gospel] must! The soul of one of these little 


make bold to declare what the 
Word of God says about this social 
evil. An¥Y sin which can keep a 
man from inheriting the kingdom 
of God, I must denounce and de- 
cry, and the Bible says: “No 
. Shall inherit. the 
kingdom of God.’ : 


Crime Mounts With 
Drunkenness 

First, the Bible says: “Let us 
walk honestly, as in the day; not 
in rioting and drunkenness, not in 
chambering and wantonness, not 
in strife and envying” (Rom. 13: 
13). 

At least ten thousand people die 
every year, and another 250,000 
are wounded in accidents on our 
streets and highways, involving 
people who are drunk or near- 
drunk! 

Our prisons are filled today with 
thousands of men and women who 
committed crimes against society 
while under the influence of strong 
drink. 

Our daily papers carry sordid 
stories about people who commit 
unthinkable crimes while under 
the influence of strong drink. 

In Indiana, a man under the 
influence of strong drink came 
home and murdered his wife and 
three children with a shotgun. 

Most of the assaults on young 

girls which we have been reading 
about lately were committed by 
men whose minds were inflamed 
by drinking. 
» Our crime rate, oddly enough, 
has inereased in exact ratio to 
our mounting alcoholic consump- 
tion. 

No wonder the Bible Says: 
“Wine is a mocker, strong drink 
is raging, and whosoever is de- 
ceived thereby is not wise” (Prov. 
20:1), 


Drink Promotes Juvenile 
Delinquency 


Secondly, the record shows us 
that drunkenness and juvenile de- 
liqueney go hand in hand. 

I am not one to languish for the 
“good old days,” but when I was 
in high-school, I can remember 
none of my classmates drinking. 
They did many other things per- 
haps as bad or worse, but, gen- 
erally speaking, there was no 
drinking in the sixteen-year-old 
set, 

In Nassau County, New York, a 
scientifically conducted survey was 
conducted with 29,000 students 
and it was revealed that 90 per 


~ cent of them drink alcoholic bev- 


erages. 


— 


mixed up delinquents is worth 
more than all the holdings of all 
the breweries and the distilleries 
in the world. 


Immorality and Divorce 

Thirdly, drunkenness is related 
to immorality and sin. 

Drunkenness not only dulls the 
mind and depresses the spirit; it 
inflames the baser passions and 
brings out the animal in man. 

The Bible mentions it in the 

same breath with ‘chambering 
and wantonness.” It says, “let us 
not walk in rioting and drunken- 
ness, not in chambering and wan- 
tonness” (Rom. 13:13). 
. One expert authority estimates 
that 50 per cent of the divorces 
in America are the result of, or 
are related to, drunkenness, 

One prominent judge said that 
in 19 out of 21 divorce cases re- 
viewed in his court the tavern 
had something to do with them. 


Drink Is a Killer 

Fourthly, drunkenness 
death are related. 

A prominent law enforcement 
officer recently told me that in 
90 per cent of highway and traffic 
accidents drinking is involved 
somewhere. Death indeed rides 
with the drunken driver. 

“Liquor strikes five times as 
many as tuberculosis and cancer 
combined,” said Dr. Louis Evans. 

The Bible meant what it said 
when it declared: “Woe to the 
crown of pride, to the drunkards 
of Ephraim, whose glorious beauty 
is as a fading flower” (Isa. 28:1). 

When a flower fades it has be- 
gun to die, and when a civilization 
begins to die, it increasingly de- 
mands the stimulation of alcoholic 
spirits. Before Rome fell, she was 
drunken. Before Babylon fell, she 
was inebriate. Before ‘Greece fell, 
she was given to revelling and 
wantonness. Drunken orgies al- 
ways precede the “handwriting” 
of God's judgment. 

In America we have a million 
men and a hundred thousand wo- 
men who have been knocked out 
of normal living because of drunk- 
enness and alcoholism. 

General Pershing once said that 
drunkenness has killed more men 
than all of history’s wars. 


Christ Can Save and Satisfy 
the Drunkard 


We could go on compiling fact 
upon fact, depicting the evils of 
drunkenness and insobriety, but 
that would be useless. 

In my opinion, drunkenness is 


and 


Methodist Ministers Write 


(Continued from page 1) 


commended several books by 
Methodist writers. I have constant 
and blessed fellowship with many 
noble men of God who are Meth- 
odists. 3 


One Methodist pastor in Louis- 
liana sent the list of families of 
his church that all might get the 
Sword of the Lord. Last week a 
Methodist pastor in Florida drove 
many miles to be in our revival 
services, bringing a carload of 
young people. In today’s mail is a 
letter from a Methodist pastor 
who had problems, and writes 
happily to say that my answer 
with Scriptures settled his prob- 
lem. I am a friend of born-again, 
Bible-believing Methodists, those 
who keep their ordination vows. 


I believe that the mass. of 
Methodists still believe the Bible 
in the main. I believe that many 
Methodist preachers still believe 
the Bible, despite the modernistic 
books required in training for or- 
dination, despite the unbelief that 
reigns in_ principal Methodist 
schools, despite the false teach- 
ing ever recurring in Methodist 
Sunday School Literature. 

But let us face some sad facts. 
The Bible-believing Methodists are 
not the ones in charge of the 
Methodist organization. The ac- 
tive, bold defenders of the faith, 
like Dr. Bob Shuler, are not in 
the bishop’s office. They do not 


not merely a disease, it is a vic- 
ious, ugly,. devastating sin. The 
Bible plainly says: ‘“Drunkards 
shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God” (I Cor. 6:10). 

Man’s heart without God is a 
vacuum——an empty void. Man, in 
his desire to be self-sufficient, tries 
to fill that vacuum with things 
other than God. He _ substitutes 
pleasure, lust, drunkenness, re- 
vellings, and wantonness. But they 
will no more fill the need of man, 
fill the void in his heart, than a 
square peg will ‘fit into a round 
hole. : 

Ask Mel Trotter who was so 
entrenched in drunkenness that he 
sold the shoes off his dead baby’s 
feet to buy another drink, but at 
long last made Christ Lord and 
Master of his life, and became one 
of the greatest mission workers 
America has ever known. 

Ask Jerry McCauley who, tired 
and disappointed in Satan's. bill 


'of fare, stepped into the old Bow- 


ery Mission, yielded himself to 
Christ, and became the. great- 
est soul winner of his day. 

Ask any of the thousands of 
men who were saved from drunk- 
enness by the power of Jesus 
Christ, and they will smile (if they 
don’t shout) and say, ‘In Christ 
we are more than conquerors.” 

Christ will never ask you to 
give up something unless He gives 
you something better in ex- 
change. He asked Peter to give 
up his nets, but He gave him the 
“keys of heaven.” He asked the 
little lad to give up his loaves and 
fishes, but he gave him a square 
meal. He asked the disciples to 
deny themselves, but He _ gave 
them life eternal. 

I am preaching regeneration and 
transformation. The acceptance of 
Christ as personal Saviour 
change the desire of man’s heart 
and fill it with something that 
satisfies. Many have tried to fill 
the heart’s vacuum with some- 
thing that can never satisfy. The 
Bible has the answer: “Be not 
drunk with wine, wherein is ex- 
cess; but be filled with the Spirit.” 

Only as you let Christ come into 
your heart can you have happiness 
without a headache, real joy with- 
out a hangover, and a thrill with- 
out a _highball. God, through 
Christ, has made this provision 
for you. “If any man hear my 
voice and open the door,” said 
Christ, “I will come in to him, 
and will sup with him, and he 
with me” (Rev. 3:20). 

The Bible says: “The spirit and 
the bride say, come. And whoso- 
ever will, let him take of the 
water of life freely” (Rev. 22:17). 

Your heart cannot survive on 
synthetics. Christ alone can satisfy 
your deepest longing. Make Him 
Master and Lord of your life right 
now. 

(Used by permission of Billy Graham. 
Copyrighted by THE BILLY GRAHA* 
EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION.  Addi- 
tienal copies available without cost hy 
writine THE BILLY GRAHAM EVAN- 


GELISTIC ASS’N., 1620 Harmon Place, 
Minneapolis 3, Minnesota.) 


dist. Will you 


Will | 


| churches 
must all face. All major denomi-| gx 


run the publishing houses of 
Methodism. They do not control 
the Methodist colleges and semi- 
naries. A hard core of modernists 
who deny the historic Christian 
faith, deny the faith of the A- 
postles’ creed, the same faith of 
the Methodist Articles of Religion 
which these men vowed to preach 
and defend. 


problem faces all who would be 
true to Christ. 


‘When and Where Did Bishop 
Oxnam Call the God of the 
Bible a “Dirty Bully”? 

A retired Methodist minister of 


Cincinnati writes the editor under 


date of Feb. 24, as follows: 


My Dear Sir and Brother: 
In the Friday, December 31, 
1954 issue of THE SworD OF THE 


Bishop Oxnam, the most influ- | 
ential bishop of the Methodist | 
church of Washington, D.C., denies | 
every historic fundamental of the | 
Christian Faith. He calls the God | 
of the Bible a “Dirty Bully.” He, 
denounces the blood atonement | 
of Christ, calls it “loathsome.” | 

Dr. Nels F. S. Ferre, of Van- 
derbilt University School of Theo- | 
logy, denies the sinlessness of | 
Jesus, denies salvation by the, 
blood, says Jesus may have been | 
the son of a harlot Mary and a | 
blond German soldier of a Roman 
army camp. He says to worship 
Jesus is idolatry. | 
- Dr. Buttrick, helping edit the | 
INTERPRETER’S BIBLE for A- 
bingdon-Cokesbury Press, the of- | 
ficial Methodist Publishing House | 
publishing. an official Methodist | 
commentary, denies the fundamen- | 
tals of the faith, denies the curse of | 
Sin on mankind, denies that Christ | 
bore our sins on the cross, says | 
of the God of the Bible, “Your 
God is my devil.” 


Dr. Harry Ward, founder of the 
Methodist Federation for Social 
Action, professor in Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, is not only pro- 
communist, as admitted by Bi- 
shop Oxnam, but denies all the 
historic doctrines of the Christ- 
ian faith. 

What informed man_ would) 
deny that the leadership in the) 
Methodist college of bishops _ is | 
out-and-out modernist? Who | 
would deny that the control and | 


; 


teaching of Boston College, Gar- | 


rett Biblical Institute, Drew 
Theological Seminary and South- 
ern Methodist University is in the 
hands of people who hold. the 
infidel position about the inspira- 
tion of the Bible, about the deity, 
virgin birth, bodily resurrection 
and blood atonement of Jesus 
Christ. The leadership of the 
Methodist Church is generally in 
the control of infidels. There are 
some exceptions, but the rule still 
holds. The leadership of the Meth- 
odist Church, has, in the main, 
repudiated the doctrines of the 
Methodist Articles of Religion 
and of the Apostles’ Creed. And 
that makes them infidels. 

I do not mean this as an epi- 
thet. It is a descriptive term, used 
in its plain dictionary meaning. 
One who holds to the teachings 
of: infidels Tom Paine, Bob Inger- 
soll and Voltaire is an infidel. 
The fact that a man denies the 
tenets of the Christian faith and 
the truth of the Scriptures makes 
him an infidel even though he 
pretends to be a Christian, and 


is the problem of every Metho- 
support infidels 
while they break down the faith 
of young people in Methodist 
schools? 
men, when God says, 


believers?” 


It is a question every one must | 
ask, Baptists, Presbyterians, and | 


Modern infidelity in the. 
is a problem that we. 


others. 


nations face it. These Methodist | 
ministers have written, but their 


‘the God of 


ALL-BAPTIST 


takes a salary from the church. | 
The problem of these pastors | 


LorD, page 8, near the top of 
column four, you state that Bi- 
shop Oxnam should have called 
the Bible a dirty 
bully.” 

As a retired Methodist minister 
I am amazed and astonished at 
such an expression. When and 
where did he say such a thing? 
I just can’t think he ever should 
have said that. 

You also called Dr. Georgia 
Harkness a “notorious liberal.” I 
don’t know just what you intend- 
ed to charge against her, but who 
made you judge and rule over 
what others, in this land of frec- 
dom of speech, may think or say? 


Isn’t there a BOOK of pretty 
reliable authority that says quot- 
ing the Saviour himself, - 
“Judge not,—for with the same 
measure that ve mete, it shall be 
measured to you again?” 

If Bishop Oxnam said what you 
say he said, when and where did 
he say it? 

Yours most sincerely, 
H. E. Armacost 


The Editor Gives Book, Page 
and Quotation 
March 2, 1955. 
Dear Brothér Armacost: 

I thank you for your letter. I 
am not surprised that you are 
shocked to hear that Bishop Ox- 
nam called the God of the Bible 
“a dirty bully.” I think that when 
the evidence. is presented and 
when you trace it down carefully, 
you should be so shocked that you 
would never give another dollar 
to support such infidelity, nor to a 

(Continued on page 8) 
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bishop who would make such a 
slanderous statement, nor to a 
publishing house which would 
publish such a book. The state- 
ment is found in Bishop Oxnam’s 
book, Preaching in a Revolution- 
ary Age, page 79. Bishop Oxnam 
has in mind two revolutions. First 
is the Marxist revolution of so- 
cialism and communism. Second 
is the revolution against historic 
Christianity, the turning to mo- 
dernism which Bishop Oxnam 
favors, of course. Bishop Oxnam 
says: 

“Hugh Walpole, in Winters- 
moon, tells of a father and son 
at church. The aged rector read 
from the Old Testament, and 
the boy learned of the terrible 
‘God who sent plagues upon the 


‘people and created fiery = ser- 
pents to assault them. That 
night when the father passed 


the boy’s bedroom, the boy call- 
ed him, put his arms around his 
father’s neck, and, drawing him 
close, said, ‘Father, you hate Je- 
hovah. So do I. I loathe him, dirty 
bully!’ We have long since re- 
jected a conception of reconcilia- 
tion associated historically with 
an idea of a Deity that is loath- 
some. God, for us, cannot be 
thought of as an angry, awful, 
avenging Being who because of 
Adam’s sin must have his Shy- 
lockian pound of flesh. No wonder 
the honest boy in justifiable re- 
‘pugnance could say, ‘Dirty bully.’ 
iInjustice is an offence, and ine- 
‘quality a stench, in the nostrils 
of Jehovah also. Such must be de- 
nounced by preachers in a revo- 
lutionary age; and, just as our 
thought of God had to be moral- 
ized to represent him to moral 
men, so too our conception of 
God’s world must be made moral 
if man is to say in honesty, ‘I 


believe in God the Father Al- 
mighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth.’ ” 


I have not taken the passage 


‘out of its context. Oxnam quotes 


“with favor the statement that God 
is a dirty bully. He says the boy 
who made the statement was 
honest, and said that his repug- 
nance against the God of the Old 
Testament was justifiable. Bishop 
Oxnam says that the idea of the 
atoning death of Christ is loath- 

some. He says that men of the 

, present will not accept the morals 

‘of the God of the Bible, so we 

‘must moralize God to suit them. 
. That is infidelity outright. That 

‘is, Bishop Oxnam denies the ten- 
‘ets of the Christian religion and 
‘the inspiration of the Scriptures, 
‘and so by dictionary definition 
he is an infidel. 


| It is true that Dr. Georgia 
‘Harkness is a notorious liberal. 


' She herself would be the first to 


| admit that she is liberal in theo- 
logy, that she is not a fundamen- 
‘ talist, that she does not hold to 
‘the historic Christian position a- 
i bout the inspiration of the Bible, 
ithe deity of Christ, His virgin 
| birth, His bodily resurrection, etc. 
'So I do not slander her when I 
say what she openly admits — 
i that she is a liberal. The word 
means that this is 


‘her books. So again, by careful 
‘and literal use of language, Dr. 


‘ Georgia Harkness is a notorious 


‘liberal. She admits she is a liber- 
al, a modernist, and publishes it 
in her books so it is  norated 
widely. 

I do not pretend to be a judge, 

I am not estimating and imagin- 
ing anything. I am simply report- 
ing facts. I am doing exactly what 
Jesus plainly commanded me to 

do. He said, “Beware of false 

‘prophets, which come to you in 
sheep's clothing ... by their 

fruits ye shall know them.” Dr. 

Georgia Harlimess’ fruit is her 

published statements in which she 

denies the infallible inspiration of 

the Bible and other fundamentals 

of the Christian faith. 
It is true Jesus said, “Judge 


_ not, that ye be not judged... 


: with what measure ye mete, it 
- shall be measured to you again.” 


“ So I do not judge the heart, which 
‘ only God knows. But I do know of 


_ false prophets’ works, and by their 
fruit I know an infidel after he 
has published openly his infidel- 


_ ity. And I do not wish for any- 

thing better than that I myself 
‘ may be judged the same way by 
«my own published writings in- 
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stead of by somebody’s imagina- 
tion. Isn’t that fair? 


Let me say, dear brother, that 
I understand your distress. You 
have been betrayed by people you 
trusted. I doubt not that you are 
an old - time, Bible - believing 
Methodist and you will be griev- 
ed and shocked beyond measure 
to find that modernists have stol- 
en the Methodist church and have 
taken over the leadership of it, 
and that these same leaders do 
not believe the Bible, do not be- 


lieve in the historic Methodist 
position. 
In Jesus’ name, yours, 
John R. Rice 


This Pastor Has a Dilemma 


Rev. Emerson H. Abts, of Ash- 
ville, Ohio, Methodist pastor, 
writes under the date of Feb, 24, 
also. He says the following: 


Dear Brother Rice, 

I am in something of a dilem- 
ma, and I write you because you 
may be able to help me resolve 
it. Someone unknown to me has 
paid for a subscription to your 
paper, THE SWORD OF THE LORD; 
I’ve been receiving it regularly 
for some months now. ® 

I am an orthodox Christian. 
Many years ago I found Christ; 
I learned to trust only in Him 
for my salvation; I experienced 
the Joy of my salvation—His sal- 
vation—and received the witness 
of the Holy Spirit. Christ today 
is very real to me, and is blessing 
my ministry His miunistry 
through me—abundantly. I find 
abundant satisfaction in reading 
God’s Word; I read the Bible 
through once a year, reading daily 
as part of my time of personal 
devotion. I preach salvation only 
through the merits and death and 
resurrection of Christ. I preach 
His coming again as Judge of the 
world. My sermons are all Bib- 
lical, and for the most part, ex- 
pository. Don’t call me a here- 
tic. 

Your paper troubles me a great 
deal. I believe that most of the 
articles and sermons are sound, 
Biblically and theologically, in 
their evangelistic emphasis. I be- 
lieve, however, that the polemic 
pieces published from time to time 
are evil because of their deliber- 
ately misplaced emphasis. Instead 
of glorifying Christ, it seems to 
me they vilify all whose Bibli- 
cal interpretation is not that of 
proof-texting literalism. The “ser- 
mon” on Jonah a few months ago 
missed the whole point of the book 
in its attempt to prove some- 
thing. Who, reading that piece, 
would have suspected that this 
marvelous little tract was really 
a powerful piece of missionary 
literature? I preach Jonah, in or- 
der that my people may be led to 
see the marvelous love of God for 
all peoples. 

Your February 18 issue contain- 
ed a rather long piece by Dr. 
R. Laird Harris, supposedly a 
critique of Barthianism. Though 
labels are unkind, probably you 
and Dr. Harris could call me a 
Neo-Orthodox. I feel that the whole 
article is shot through with mis- 
interpretation of this really 
Christian movement. Our Saviour 
is bigger than any man-made sys- 
tem; He works to bring salvation 
in more than one of them. The 
heresy of Fundamentalism is that 
it denies the power of Christ, 
denies His ability to save even 
the modernist! 

So, that is my position, and 
this is my dilemma: shall I con- 
tinue to read your paper, agree- 
ing with most of it and violent- 
ly disagreeing with some? Shall 
I refuse to accept it at the post 
office? Shall I receive but never 
read it? What do you suggest? 

Your brother in Christ, 
Emerson Abts 


This Brother Is Saved But Is 
He an Orthodox Christian? 


The Editor answered brother 
Abts in the following letter: 


Dear Brother Abts: 

Thank you for your letter of 
February 24. I call you “brother” 
because you say that you found 
Christ and have trusted in Him 
as Saviour. I have read your let- 
ter most carefully and, I assure 
you, with most kindly intent. And 
after noting some of the elements 


———s 
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Final Call!! 


(Continued from page 2) 
book on a religious subject. The 
late Dr. H. A. Ironside, long the 
pastor of the Moody Memorial 
Church in Chicago, commented 
that this book is “one of the most 
interesting, refreshing, and conclu- 
sive works on prayer I have ever 
consulted.” If you have already 
read the chapter from the book 
that appears in this issue of THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD, “Praying for 
Anything and Everything You 
Want,” you can surely agree with 
Dr. Robert G. Lee,- ‘‘For me there 
is not a dull line... .” We are 
not offering this book free because 
it is hard to sell, but because 
we want to show real appreciation 
to our friends who will help us 
increase the circulation of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. 

Until midnight, March 30, we 
will give you a free copy of the 
paper-bound edition of Prayer— 
Asking and Receiving with every 
3 yearly subscriptions to THE 
SWORD OF THE LoRD sent in with 
$5. The offer is good with 1 three- 
year subscription and $5 or 3 


yearly subscriptions and $5, The | Sa 
subscriptions may be new or re-|& 
newal but, of course, all foreign |# 


subscriptions must include 50c 
each extra, due to additional post- 
age rates for second class mail go- 
ing out of the States. 


The regular clothbound edition 
of Prayer—Asking and Receiving 
is available free also until mid- 
night, March 30. This is the same 
book which sells for $2.50 per 
copy in book § stores all over 
America. We are giving it free to 
all who send in 6 yearly subscrip- 
tions to THE Sworp with $10. 
They may be one-year or three- 
year ‘subscriptions and they may 
be new or renewal, but they must 
total 6 years and $10 must be sent 
to pay for them. If you would 
rather have two paper-bound 
Prayer books when sending in $10 
worth of subscriptions (instead of 
one clothbound book), simply tell 
us your desire and we will most 
certainly grant your request. 


Many for Whom You Can 
Subscribe 

First of all, of course, you can 
renew your own subscription. You 
are familiar with THE SworD, you 
know its value, you have experi- 
enced its blessing and this is a 
golden opportunity for you to re- 
new at a bargain rate and at the 
same time get a free Prayer book! 
Why not renew for 3 years? This 
one renewal would guarantee you 
at least one free paper-bound copy 
of Prayer—Asking and Receiving. 

Second, you could subscribe to 
THE Sworp for those who are in 
Christian service: pastors, mis- 
sionaries, Sunday School teachers, 
evangelists, church officials, and 
others who need and could be 
blessed by such an outstanding 
revival paper as this. Remember, 
please, when subscribing for mis- 
sionaries that foreign subscrip- 
tons are 50c extra for each one! 
Three subscriptions would be 
$6.50, for example. You would do 
well also by making copies of 
Prayer—Asking and Receiving 
available to those in Christian 
service. You will have one free 
paper-bound copy with every three 
yearly subscriptions sent in, re- 
member. 

Third, subscribe to THE Sworp 
OF THE Lorp for friends and loved 
ones who are unsaved. This paper 
really gets results! Read the fer- 
vent sermon, “Four Lepers.§ in 
Famine,” by Rev. Jimmy Stroud, 
on page 1 for an illustration of the 
type soul-winning messages which 
appear regularly in THE Sworp. 
Last year 80 people wrote in to 
tell us that they had been saved 
by reading sermons in this paper. 
Only eternity could reveal the re- 
sult of every subscription you will 
send to some lost friend or loved 
one, backed up by earnest, consist- 
ent prayer for their salvation. 

Actually, you could subscribe to 
this weekly magazine with profit 
for anyone! It rebukes infidelity, 
it condemns sin, it exalts Christ, it 
honors and teaches the Word of 
God. No one can read it and not be 
helped. You can truly serve God 
and help us by filling out the sub- 
scription coupon on this page and 
rushing it to us before midnight, 
March 30! 


Eleventh Hour Laborers 
Hurry! 
Just as the workers whom the 


householder hired to work in his 
vineyard at the eleventh hour got 
in on the full blessing that the 
early workers received, so you can 
get in on the full benefits. of this 
subscription campaign by respond- 
ing immediately. You have planned 
to send in subscriptions, probably, 
ever since you first read of our 
wonderful offer in the January 14 
issue, but you have kept putting 
it off. Now it is “now-oer never.” 
This is the final notice, the last 
call, the end of the opportunity 


to get THe Sworp at such a sav- 
ings and at the same time get a 
free copy of Prayer—Asking and 
Receiving! 

Fill out carefully the special. 
subscription-coupon on this page 
(or put the same information on a_ 
separate sheet of paper). Do it_ 
right now, then get it in the mail 
immediately. Your letter must be 
postmarked by March 30 to count 
in this special offer, so send it 
now, please. God bless you as you 
help us get out the Gospel. 
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foreign addresses). 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
would be a great bargain at 
three subscriptions for $5, only 
$1.66 a year, even without this 
big 328-page book. The regular 
price is $2.50 a year, $3 a year 
in Canada and foreign countries. 


“| which we printed special for 


DEADLINE! 


The lovely paper-bound edi- 


. tion of Prayer—Asking and 


Receiving by Evangelist John 
Rice, pictured at the left, 


our current subscription cam- 
paign and is available in no 
other way, can be obtained 
only through March 30! 


Your letter must be post- 
marked by midnight on that 
date if you are going to take 
advantage of the low, bargain 
subscription rates and the un- 
usual offer of the Prayer, 
book. 


. Cours Free! ) 


Yes, this special paper-bound edition of PRAYER—ASKING AND 
RECEIVING is yours absolutely free with three yearly subscriptions 
to THE SWORD OF THE LORD at the special bargain rate. Send 
$5 for three subscriptions ($6.50 in Canada and foreign countries) and 
you get this big book absolutely free 
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6% 


the reguiar clothbound volume is yours free with six yearly subscrip- 
tions for $10 (50c extra charge per subscription for Canadian and 


But now you can save money and 
still get this big premium. 

Send THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD to relatives, friends, pas- 
tors, ministerial students. 

Give names and addresses care- 
fully. 


Use the subscription blank below and send names in a 
letter to The Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois. 
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Methodist Ministers Write 


(Continued from page 8) 


of your letter, I shall earnestly try 
to help you solve your dilemma. 
You say, “I am an orthodox 
Christian.” Possibly so, but the 
evidence you gave is certainly not 
enough to prove it to an informed 
student. Your statement of your 
orthodoxy is a far cry from the 
Articles of Religion of the Metho- 
dist Church, which I suppose you 
solomnly vowed to preach and 
defend. You may believe in the 
virgin birth of Christ, in His bodily 
resurrection, but you did not say 
so. You may believe in the reliable, 
infallible, verbal inspiration of the 
Scriptures in the sense that the 
Methodist Articles of Religion af- 
firm, but you do not say so, and 
I feel that this omission was prob- 
ably intentional. Now I take your 
word for it when you say you are 
a Christian, but I do not believe 
you are an orthodox Christian. 


In the first place, you indicate 
that you are ‘‘Neo-orthodox” and 
to be neo-orthodox is not the same 
as being orthodox, as you doubt- 
less well know. Further, you say, 
“Labels are unkind.” But remem- 
ber that I have dealt with these 
problems and with thousands of 
the people who discuss them in 
America for many years, and I 
know that the only people who 


think labels are unkind are people } 


who do not hold strictly to the 
great fundamentals of the faith. 
Labels are unkind to the man who 
really no longer believes all the 
Methodist Articles of Religion, but 
keeps a pastorate in the Metho- 
dist church. Or labels are un- 
kind for a man who calls himself 
orthodox but who is really neo-or- 


thodox. Or labels are unkind 
to one who uses’ Bible’ termin- 
ology, historic Christian termin- 


ology but does not mean what 
historic Christians have meant 
through the centuries by those 
terms. Spurgeon, Wesley, Moody, 
Torrey — these men _ did _ not 
mind being known as the most 
ardent, out-and-out Bible-believers 
and they did not avoid nor deplore 
the labels that go with the term. 
And I have found by very inti- 
mate association that the great 
Christian leaders of a later day, 
even like W.°B. Riley, Machen, 
Robert Dick Wilson, Ironside, 
Scofield, J. Wilbur Chapman, and 
great Methodist evangelists did 
not mind the fundamental label. 


Labels are unkind only when 
they are inaccurate, or when they 
say accurately what the bearer 
does not want to be known. You 
may be orthodox, but I assure you, 
though the hands are the hands 
of Esau, the voice is the voice of 
Jacob. If you are an orthodox 
Christian, then your viewpoint, 
your friendships, your loyalties are 
those of a modernist or a friend of 
modernists. 


Why Not Teach What Jesus 
Taught About Jonah? 


I note also your attitude toward 
the book of Jonah. You say “the 
‘sermon’ on Jonah a few months 
ago missed the whole point of the 
book .. .” You are not willing 
even to admit that it is a sermon. 
You question even that. However, 
the Lord Jesus Christ indicated 
that the point of the book of 
Jonah was that it prophetically 
foretold Christ’s own death and 
His bodily resurrection from the 
grave in three days and three 
nights (Matt. 12:40, 41). What 
iS wrong with interpretations the 
Lord Jesus gave? You say, “I 
preach Jonah, in order that my 
people may be led to see the 
marvelous love of God for all 
peoples.” Why not preach-it.as a 
reminder that Jesus Christ rose 
bodily from the dead as He said 
He did? There is a missionary 
implication in the book of Jonah 
as there is in every book in the 
Bible. But your emphasis follows 
the Methodist Sunday School lit- 
’ erature and the interpretation of 
the book by modernists. Would 
it not be more like “an orthodox 
Christian” to give weight to the 
literal story with a_ prophetic 
meaning pointing to Christ’s bod- 
ily resurrection from the dead? 
That is, if you believe in the liter- 
al resurrection of Christ from the 
dead, which you do not affirm 
in your letter. 

You say, “The heresy of funda- 
mentalism is that it denies the 
power of Christ, denies His ability 


defend the old-time 


to save even the modernist!” But 
that statement is!a rather hasty 
and ill-considered statement, I 
think. I have seen a good many 
modernists saved. Of course they 
were saved in the Bible way, by 
turning from sin and putting their 
trust in the virgin-born Saviour, 
and were saved from their mod- 
ernism. If you mean that funda- 
mentalism denies that Christ saves 
anybody by unbelief, denies that 
Christ saves one while he rejects 
the Christ of the Bible, then your 
indictment is of Christianity it- 
self, Bible Christianity, and not 
of something you hate which you 
call “fundamentalism.” 


Since you are neo-orthodox and 
do not necessarily believe the 
Bible, you can believe that Christ 
has some other way of saving 
people beside the way that He in- 
Sists is the only way. But the his- 
toric Bible position, which you 
vowed to defend if you were or- 
dained on the basis of the’ Metho- 
dist Articles of Religion, is that 
one who does not abide in the 
doctrine of Christ, the essential 
doctrine of who He is and what 
He did, has not God (IE John 
7 to 9). 


The Dilemma: to Be Friends 


of Bible-Believers or Not? 


Now as to your dilemma. You 


are in the Methodist church. You | 


are in fellowship with some people 
who deny every essential of the 
Christian faith. You bid them God- 
speed, you ask people to support 
their work, you encourage young 
people to go to their colleges 
where they will lose their faith. 
You teach that Sunday School 
literature to the unsuspecting 
common people who trust you, 
before whom you profess to be 
an orthodox Christian. I under- 
stand that your bread is buttered 
on their side. The honor, the pres- 
tige, the job, the financial sup- 
port, the security which you have 
are all involved in the fellowship 
with infidels like Oxnam, with 
Nels Ferre at Vanderbilt, and 
with the hard core of out-and- 
out modernists who dominate the 
whole Methodist church. You are 
never troubled with this modern- 
ism, I suppose. You have no such 
dilemma with the Chiistian Advo- 
cate, with the publications. of Bi- 
shop Oxnam like Preaching in a 
Revolutionary Age, with The Sun 
and the Umbrella by Nels F. S. 
Ferre, so widely publicized in the 
Christian Advocate. Your dilemma 
is only with Bible-believers, with 
those standing true to Christ, 
with those defending the faith 
which you also, I suppose, vowed 
to defend. John Wesley would 
have liked the SWORD OF THE 
LORD very much. Sam _ Jones 
would have read it with delight. 
Bishop Candler, or Wm. E. Black- 
stone, or the great mass of mil- 
lions of Bible-believing .Method- 
ists through the years would have 
liked it, delighted in it; but you 
have a dilemma! Your dilemma, 
dear brother, is inside. 


Shall you continue to read THE 
Sworp OF THE LORD? I don’t think 
you will, though I think you ought 
to. No, while you eat the bread 
of infidels and help break down 
the faith of young people by 
teaching the Methodist Sunday 
School literature and encouraging 
ministerial students to forsake the 
historic Christian faith through 
the study of the Interpreter’s 
Bible and by attending Method- 
ist schools, you will grow more 
and more to hate the SworpD OF 
THE Lorp and the men who write 
for it and all who take a true 
stand for the fundamentals of the 
faith. It will nag your conscience. 
It will remind you of the ordina- 
tion vows and of youthful pledges 
to God which you then meant, 
but which are now inconvenient. 
You judge in your mind the con- 
notation of those vows and ex- 

lain away their value perhaps. 

ut I have regularly found that 
those who defend modernists and 
associate with them become the 
most violent enemies of those who 
faith and 
preaching. 


So I think your real dilemma is 
this: either you must return to 
the faith of your childhood, get 
out of the Methodist church, 
quit supporting infidels, or you 
must push aside THE SWoRD OF 
THE Lorp and turn your back on 


old-time Christians, say hard 
things — about fundamentalism, 
make friends with the modernists 
and never criticize the program 
so you will be advanced in the 
Methodist church. Yes, you have a 
dilemma. I fear it isn’t bothering 
you much now, I suppose because 
you seem to have resolved to go 
on with the organization where 
your prestige, income and security 
are involved. However, I wouldn't 
want to be in your shoes. I am 
so glad I have no such dilemma. 

In the Saviour’s name, yours, 


John R. Rice 


Jesus the Christ 


(Continued from page 1) 


who believes in Jesus, that Christ 
died for our sins, that He gave 
Himself for our sins, the just for 
the unjust—it is right for the in- 
nocent to suffer the penalty of the 
guilty. To any honest, candid man, 
which is the correct way to 
reason? This thing is wrong; God 
did this thing; therefore, God did 
wrong, or, God does right; God 
did let Christ, the innocent, suf- 


as Sin-Bearer — 


fer and die for our sins, to-redeem 
from all iniquity; therefore it is 
right for the innocent to suffer the 
penalty of the guilty. 

Nor is Christ suffering as our 
substitute the Great Expectation, 
as some timid ones have granted. 
It is in line with God’s Plan with 
Men; it is in line with the best 
and noblest there is in man; and 

(Continued on page 10) 


Four Lepers in Famine 


(Continued from page 1) 


Again they had a conference and 
they said: 
“We do not well: this day is 
a day of good tidings, and we 
hold our peace; if we tarry till 
the morning light, some mischief 
will come upon us; now there- 
fore come, that we may go 
and tell the king’s household.” 
—II Kings 7:9. 


They go back to the city of 
Samaria and deliver the message. 
The story concludes with the 
famine ended, the city fed, and 
the people saved, because of the 
MIRACLE OF GOD. Also, - the 
tragic end of the man who dis- 
believed the promise of God as 
told them by Elisha. In the last 
verse of this seventh chapter the 
man who doubted was trodden 
of the people at the gate and died. 

In this story there are four 
ereat spiritual truths I would like 
to emphasize today, and they are: 


1. DECLARATION OF GOD 

2. DEPRAVITY OF MAN 

3. DELIVERANCE OF THE 
LORD 

4. DICIPLESHIP OF THE 
LEPERS 


The Declaration of God 


The DECLARATION OF GOD 
is clear and plain. By His prophet 
He spoke to the people and 
promised in twenty-four hours the 
famine would be ended. The lepers 
brought the message of sufficient 
food—all they must do was 
COME. AND GET IT! This was 
the Word of God. This should have 
been sufficient; it was so simple 
there was no need to misunder- 
stand. It did not have to be inter- 
preted, JUST BELIEVED. 


The trouble with mankind today 
is that they will not believe the 
Word of God. I talk to many who 
say they believe men wrote the 
Bible’ who had been inspired, thus 
making it the word of man, I 
believe with all my heart that 
God used men as His secretaries, 
and they wrote what the Holy 
Spirit told them to write, and the 
Bible in the original is the verbally 
inspired WORD OF THE LIVING 
GOD. NOT PART OF IT .’.. BUT 
ALL OF IT! This Bible is the 
only weapon we have to engage 
in this warfare of sin. 


When people come to the Mem- 
phis Union Mission for help, one of 
the first things I ask when I 
deal with them about their souls 
is whether or not they believe the 
Bible is the Word of God. THIS 
IS THE STARTING PLACE be- 
cause it is here we have heralded 
the Gospel, THE GOOD NEWS OF 
SALVATION! It is the Bible from 


food and find the will of God for 
our lives: GOD WANTS US TO 
BELIEVE HIS WORD! 


I recall the conversion of a 
beautiful girl in one of our Mission 
meetings. She was a_ telephone 
operator and her name was Ethel. 
One day shortly after she was 
saved she came to my office and 
said: 

“Jimmy, I came here today to 
ask you to tell me what I can do 
that will please God most in my 
life.” 

I said, “Ethel, I am going to 
tell you what you can do that 
will please God most and I want 
you to promise never to forget 
it,” 

I took my Bible and placed her 
hand upon it and put my hand 
on top of hers, then I said, “Ethel 
the thing you can do to please 
God most is to just take God at 
His Word.” 

NOTHING PLEASES GOD 
MORE! His simple promise is: 

“He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemna- 


tion; but is passed from death 


which we must draw our spiritual } 


unto life’ — John 5:24. 
Jesus, speaking to the faithless, 
unbelieving men of His day, said: 
“For had ye believed Moses, 
ye would have believed me: for 
he wrote of me. But if ye be- 
lieve not his writings, how shall 
ye believe my words?” — John 
5:46, 47. 
Jesus was showing the absolute 
necessity of believing the entire 
WORD OF THE LIVING GOD. 


The Depravity of Man 
It is in this book we learn the 
first premise of the Gospel, and 
that is the TOTAL DEPRAVITY 
OF MAN. Because of the nature 


of leprosy, it is used in the Bible 
as a type of sin. 

Look at it—‘‘There were four 
leprous men... .”” LEPERS—UN- 
CLEAN, DESPISED, DECAYING, 
STARVING, DYING! WHAT A 
PERFECT PICTURE OF THE 
SINNER! Dead in trespasses and 
sins! AGAIN let me say with the 
deepest conviction I can muster, 
THE FIRST PREMISE OF THE 
GOSPEL IS THE TOTAL DE- 
PRAVITY OF MAN. 


“All have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God.” — 
Rom. 3:23. 

“There is none that doeth 
good, no, not one.” — Rom. 3:12. 


“Behold, I was shapen in in- 
iquity; and in sin did my mother 
conceive me.” — Ps. 51:5. 


(Continued on page 12) 
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Jesus the Christ 


(Continued from page 9) 


the opposite teaching, that it is 
wrong to let the innocent bear the 
penalty of the guilty, is not only 
wrong, but horrible and the ex- 
treme of heartlessness. 


Two men passing along. the 
street at night hear groaning in 
the gutter; striking a match, they 
see two men lying in the gutter 
with their faces all gashed and 
bleeding. In a drunken street fight 
they have almost killed each other. 
Who did the sinning? Those two 
men lying in the gutter; they de- 
serve to suffer the penalty of their 
sinning. But these other two men 
join hands, pay for a physician, 
a nurse and the hospital bill. In 
principle that is the innocent pay- 
ing the penalty of the guilty. To 
say that this is wrong would mean 
to condemn the community to pass 
by day after day and see those 
ghastly, festering wounds, those 
parched lips and bloodshot eyes, 
and to listen to those dying groans. 
And yet in principle that is exactly 
what those demand for this sin- 
ful, sin-injured human race, when 
they say that it is morally wrong 
for Jesus the Saviour to suffer the 
penalty of our sins. 


A son becomes a drunkard; his 
drunkenness and debauchery ut- 
terly wreck his health. Some night 
the father finds his drunken son 
down in the street, a helpless in- 
valid. The son did the sinning; 


he deserves to suffer the pen- 
alty of his sins; but the fath- 
er takes him to his home 
and cares for him and_= sup- 


ports him. In principle that is 
the innocent bearing the penalty 
of the guilty. To say that this is 
morally wrong would be to con- 
demn that father to pass by day 
after day and see his son suffer- 
ing the just consequences of his 
sin, to see him slowly starving 
to death, to see him gasping in 
death, and not be allowed. to 
come to the rescue. Yet when men 
object to Christ’s bearing the pen- 
alty of the sinner’s sins they are, 
in principle, taking that stand; 
for in principle Jesus, dying for 
our sins, did what the father did 
with the son. 


rominent woman in America 
was dying from lack of blood; back 
of it somewhere was violation of 
some law of God, some law of 
health. Her noble husband had the 
surgeon join their arteries, and 
every beat of his noble heart drove 
his well blood into the body of 
his dying wife, and he saved her 
life. These objectors praise that 
act; they see nothing morally 
wrong in it. Yet when Jesus, in 
principle, did the same thing for 
sinners in order to save them, 
these same men, with a haughty, 
scornful tone, say that it is mor- 
ally wrong for the innocent to 
suffer in place of the guilty. “Nay 
but, O man, who art thou that re- 
pliest against God?” (Rom. 9:20). 


Had the objectors said that it 
was wrong to force the innocent to 
suffer the penalty of the guilty, 
that would have been true, but 
Jesus was not forced, Listen to 
Him in John 10:17, 18, “Therefore 
doth the Father love me, because 
I lay down my life that I may take 
it again. No one taketh it away 
from me, but I lay it down of my- 
self. I have power to lay it down 
and I have power to take it again.” 


Nor is Christ dying for our sins, 
as taught by the Scriptures, a 
makeshift, but rather, a real, full 
redemption ransom. Just as a 
captain can honorably, honestly be 
given as 2 ransom for a number 
of private soldiers in an exchange 
of prisoners; just as a diamond 
can redeem a debt of many dol- 
lars; just as one man is allowed 
to pay another’s debt; just as one 
man is allowed to pay another's 
fine in a courtroom; so our Lord 
and Saviour “gave himself for us, 
that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity.” 

All illustrations of Deity fall 
short, but just as a man could ran- 
som all the ants that crawl] upon 
the earth, were they under moral 
law and had violated it; just as a 
man could, on account of the vast 
difference in the scale of being, 
suffer in his own body all that 


Please mention THE SWORD 
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ing advertisements. 


as Sin-Bearer — 


all the ants upon earth could suf- 
fer; so Jesus, Immanuel, God with 
us, redeemed us from “all iniqu- 
ity.” It was not merely the nails 
driven through His quivering flesh, 
nor the physical pangs, but “the 
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all.” Hence, that awful cry, 
“My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?’ He was in the 
sinner’s place, suffering the sin- 
ner’s penalty for sin. “He hath 
made him to be sin for us” (Il 
Cor. 6:21). 


Christ’s Death the Only Right- 
eous Way God Could Save 
Sinners 


Instead of proudly cavilling and 
warping and trying to avoid the 
simple, plain meaning of God’s 
Word, should you not rather, read- 
er, bow in reverence before such 
love, realize that it was for you, 
yes, you, and that through His 
suffering and in no other way, you 
may escape the just punishment 
of your sins and spend eternity 
in Heaven? 

The world weeps over the story 
of the noble fireman who gave his 
life to rescue a little girl from a 
burning building, but it coldly 
scorns and proudly rejects sal- 
vation through the redemption of 
Jesus the Christ. Oh, the pride 
and wickedness of the human 
heart! Be not you, reader, of those 
who sit in the seat of the scornful, 
but the rather of those who at 
the last day will sing, ‘‘Worthy art 
thou to take the book and to 
open the seals thereof; for thou 
wast slain, and didst purchase 
unto God with thy blood, men of 
every tribe and tongue and people 
and nation” (Rev. 5:9). 


Let us consider carefully what 
it really means when we are told 
that “Christ died for our sins” (I 
Cor. 15:3), that He “gave himself 
for our sins” (Gal. 1:4); that “his 
own self bare our sins in his own 
body upon the tree” (I Pet. 2:24); 
that “Christ also suffered for sins 
once, the righteous for the un- 
righteous’ (I Pet. 3:18).° God’s 
Word explains it clearly: “That 
he might himself be just and the 
justifier of him that hath faith 
in Jesus” (Rom 3:26). “That he 
might be just.” Notice it carefully, 
“That he might be just.” Take it 
in its full meaning, “That he might 
be just.” A question: How could 
God be just and justify any sin- 
ner apart from the fact that 
“Christ died for our sins,” that 
“the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all’? Reader, no 
man, however learned, will ever 
answer that question. He may 
sneer; he may cavil; he may warp; 
he may try to confuse; but he will 
never come out in the open and 
answer that question. He may say 
that it is morally wrong for the 
innocent to bear the penalty of 
the guilty, but that objection is 
met and answered above in this 
chapter. 


Let us face a trilemma; three, 
and only three plans were possible 
for God with man :— 


First, to have been just with 
man, without any love or mercy; 
hence, for every sinner to have 
suffered the just penalty for his 
sins, without any redemption. That 
would have meant Hell for every 
responsible human being, without 
any Heaven at all, 


Second, to have been all mercy 
and all love and no justice. That 
would have meant no moral laws; 
for why have moral laws, if there 
would be no penalty, no justice? 
That would have meant a prem- 
ium on crime. That would have 
meant the debased, the debauched, 
the immoral, the drunken, the 
fiend, on a level with the chaste, 
the pure, the upright, the true. 
That would have meant unbridled 
rein to passion and lust and every 
other evil inclination, and no pen- 
alty following. That would have 
meant Hell in trying to get rid of 
Hell, 


Third, there was left but one 
other possible plan, to be just and 
at the same time extend love to 
the sinners. In the nature of the 
case, real redemption, without any 
makeshift, was’ the only way this 
could be done. “Even so must the 
Son of man be lifted up’ (John 
3:14); “that he himself might be 
just and the justifier of him that 
hath faith in Jesus’ (Rom. 3:26); 
“God so loved the world that he 


gave his only begotten Son” (John 
3:16); “Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, 
and sent his Son to be the pro- 
pitiation of our sins” (I John 4: 
10). 

This leads to another question: 
How can God be just and not just- 
ify “him that hath faith in Jesus’? 
Again men may quibble and warp, 
and ridicule, but no one will ever 
answer the question, And the rea- 
son why this question will never 
be answered leads to another ques- 
tion: 


Christ’s Suffering Paid for 
All Sins of the Believer 


From how many of his sins is 
the one “that hath faith in Jesus” 
justified? We have now gotten to 
the very centre of the whole prob- 
lem of salvation. Let us give it 
most careful consideration. 


In not one of the Scriptures 
cited at the head of this chapter 
is there one word that limits the 
number of sins for which Christ 
died, or from which the believer 
is justified. That of itself is suf- 
ficient warrant for us to conclude 
that Christ died for all of the sins 
of the béliever, that when He 
“save himself for our sins’ (Gal. 
1:4), it included all of our sins, 
and that the believer is justified 
from. all of his sins. One man 
promises another that he will 
pay his debts. That of itself means 
all of his debts, unless the one 
making the promise was simply 
juggling with words. While this 
of itself would be sufficient, God 
in His Word has made it positive 
and absolute as to how many of 
the believer’s sins were laid on 
Christ (“the Lord hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all’—Isa. 
23:6); for how many of our sins 
Christ gave Himself (“Who gave 
himself for our sins’—Gal. 1:4); 
for how many of our sins Christ 
died (I Cor. 15:3); from how many 
of his sins the believer is justified, 
(“that he might himself be just 
and the justifier of him that hath 
faith in Jesus’’—Rom., 3:26). 


In Leviticus 16:21, 22, God 
gives uS a picture, foreshadowing 
the Saviour, of laying the sins on 
the substitute: “And Aaron shall 
lay both his hands upon the head 
of the live goat, and confess over 
him all the iniquity of the children 
of Israel, and all their transgres- 
sions, even all their sins; and he 
Shall put them upon the head of 
the goat and shall send him 
away by the hand of a man that is 
in readiness into the wilderness: 
And the goat shall bear upon 
him all their iniquities.” ‘Behold 
the Lamb of God that taketh [for 
beareth} away the sins of the 
world” (John 1:29). But how 
many of our sins? Let God’s Word 
answer: Titus 2:13, 14, “Our Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ; who gave him- 
self for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity.” 


Look at it again, reader; grasp 
its full meaning; let it be im- 
pressed indelibly upon your soul: 
“Our Saviour Jesus Christ; who 
gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity.’’ Then 
as certainly as the believer is re- 
deemed by Him, he is redeemed 
from all iniquity; and as certainly 
aS he is redeemed from all in- 
iquity, that certainly the believer 
is going to Heaven, for there is 
nothing left that can cause him 
to be lost. Hence God, through 
Paul, has told us, “By him every 
one that believeth is justified from 
all things” (Acts 13:39). 

If our Saviour Jesus Christ gave 
Himself for us that He might re- 
deem us from all iniquity (Titus 
2:13, 14), how can God be just 
and not justify every one who 
believes from all things (Acts 13: 
39)? And if the believer is justi- 
fied from all things (Acts 13:39), 
he is certain to go to Heaven. 
This is God’s plan; this is God’s 
will; “by the which will we have 
been sanctified through.the offer- 
ing of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all” (Heb. 10:10). “For by 
one offering he hath perfected for- 
ever them that are sanctified’ 
(Heb. 10:14). “Nor yet by the 
blood of goats and calves, but 
through his own blood entered in 
once for all into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemp- 
tion” (Heb. 9:12). Hence Jesus 
said, “Verily, verily I say unto 
you, he that heareth my word and 
believeth on him that sent me hath 
everlasting life and shall not come 
into condemnation, but is passed 
from death unto life’ (John 5:24). 

While thus is manifested God’s 


justice, and the only way that God 
could be “just and the justifier of 
him that hath faith in Jesus” 
(Rom. 3:26), for Jesus Himself 
said it (“Even so must the Son of 
man be lifted up.”—John 3:14); 
let the reader not forget that it 
equally manifests God’s love, and 
the Saviour’s love. “Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and sent his Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins” 
(I: John 4:10). “The Son of God 
who loved me and gave himself 
for me” (Gal. 2:20). If God’s love 
is amazing in sending His Son to 


be, the propitiation for our. sins 


(I John 4:10); if the Saviour’s 
love is amazing in loving us and 
giving Himself for us (Gal. 2:20), 
how infinitely more amazing is his 
love when we see that it has ob- 
tained eternal redemption for us 
(Heb. 9:12); that it has redeemed 
us from all iniquity (Titus 2:14), 
and that every one that believes 
is justified from all things (Acts 
13:39)? 


The Awful Sin of Rejecting 
Christ’s Atoning Death 

Reader, the greatest crime that 
is ever committed on this earth is 
to reject this “so great salvation’ 
(Heb. 2:3); this redemption from 
all iniquity (Titus 2:14), and to 
trifle with the amazing iove that 
provided a way by which He Him- 
self might be just and the justifier 
of him that hath faith in Jesus 
(Rom, 3:26). We shudder at the 
horrible crimes reported in the 
daily papers, at those recorded in 
history; but far greater, far black- 
er, more terrible, is the crime of 
a human being rejecting this great 
provision of God’s love. Only in- 
tellectual pride, religious preju- 
dice, family or race ties, love of 
the world, or secret sin, can be 
the cause of the reader taking 
such a fatal step; and fearful will 
be the consequences of letting any 
one of these cause the rejection of 
the only salvation that God’s love 
and justice could provide. The read- 
er cannot plead that God has not 
given sufficient proof that He has 
given us a revelation in His Word 
nor can he plead that God’s Word 
does not make the message plain 
(let the reader go back and study 
the Scriptures at the beginning 
of this chapter). It is a solemn and 
awful step, reader, one never to 
be retraced, to decide to reject 
this salvation, and to go out into 
the dark, unending future beyond 
the grave, unredeemed from in- 
iquity, with no certain hope, when 
God has warned you, “Apart from 
shedding of blood there is no re- 
mission” (Heb. 9:22). It is an aw- 
ful, eternal crisis, when you see 
God’s only provision for you, so 
complete, so perfect, so sure, and 
then face His warning, “I call 
heaven and earth to witness 
against you this day, that I have 
set before thee life and death, the 
blessing and the curse: therefore 
choose life.’ 


How Tom Paine, “Christian 
Science” and Modernists 
Agree in Denying the 

Value of Christ’s Blood 


There are those who deny God's 
justice in Christ’s dying for our 
sins (I Cor. 15:3), In Christ’s giv- 
ing Himself for our sins (Gal. 1:4), 
in Christ’s redeeming us from all 
iniquity (Titus 2:14). Expressions 
from the two most prominent re- 
jectors will show the principal 
reasons given by all other re- 
jectors of redemption through 
Christ: 


“Moral justice cannot take the 
innocent for the guilty, even if 
the innocent would offer itself,”— 
The “Age of Reason,’ by Thomas 
Paine. “The outrage offered to the 
moral justice of God, by supposing 
Him to make the innocent suffer 
for the guilty."—The “Age of 
Reason,” by Thomas Paine. 

“An execution is an object for 
gratitude; the preachers daub 
themselves with the blood, like a 
troop of assassins, and pretend to 
admire the brilliancy it gives 
them.’’—The “Age of Reason,’ by 
Thomas Paine. 

The other is Mrs. Mary Baker 
G. Eddy in her “Science and 
Health, with Key to the Scrip- 
tures’: “One sacrifice, however 
great, is insufficient to pay the 
debt of sin. The atonement re- 
quires constant self-immolation on 
the sinner’s part.’”’ Again, “Anoth- 
er’s suffering cannot lesson our 
own liability.” Again, “The time 
is not distant when the ordinary 
theological views of atonement 


will undergo a great change, a 
change as radical as that which 
has come over popular opinions 
in regard to predestination and 
future punishment. Does erudite 
theology regard the crucifixion 
of Jesus chiefly as providing a 
ready pardon for all sinners who 
ask for it and are willing to be 
forgiven? Does spiritualism find 
Jesus’ death necessary only for 
the presentation, after death, of 
the material Jesus, as a proof 
that spirits can return to earth? 
Then we must differ from them 
both.” 

It is not to be wondered at 
that she takes her stand with 
Thomas Paine in rejecting the 
teaching that Christ died for our 
sins (I Cor. 15:3), and that He 
redeemed us from all iniquity 
(Titus 2:14), when she says, ““Does 
divine love commit a fraud on 
humanity by making man inclined 
to sin and then punishing him for 
it?” Again, “In common justice 
we must admit that God will not 
punish man for doing what He 
created man capable of doing, 
and knew from the outset that 
man would do.” Again, “The des- 
truction of sin is the divine method 
of pardon. Being destroyed, sin 
needs no other pardon.” There is 
one vast difference between these 
two who reject Jesus as our sin- 
bearer, our Redeemer,—Thomas 
Paine does not masquerade under 
the name “Christian.’”’ Why should 
others who stand with him in re- 
jecting complete redemption 
through Christ? 

Catholics by the sacrifice of 
the mass, the unbloody sacrifice, 
the elevation of the host, teach 
that the wafer is changed into 
the real “body, blood, soul and 
divinity’ of Jesus Christ, and. that 
it is then offered as a sacrifice. 
They thereby reject the complete 
redemption through Christ’s dying 
for our sins (I Cor. 15:3), redeem- 
ing us from all iniquity (Titus 2: 
14). They thereby deny that He 
“offered one sacrifice for sin for- 
ever” (Heb. 10:12), and that “by 
one offering he hath perfected 
forever them that are sanctified” 
(Heb. 10:14). Having rejected Him 
as complete Redeemer, they have 
no real Saviour at all. But those 
make salvation dependent on 
moral character or baptism, or 
church membership, just as sure- 
ly as the Catholics reject the com- 
pleteness of the redemption. 

There are some who sneer at this 
teaching as the “commercial view” 
of redemption, in the face of God’s 
Word that declares, “ye were 
bought with a price’ (I Cor. 6: 
20); “worthy art thou to take the 
book and to open the seals there- 
of; for thou wast slain, and didst 
purchase unto God with thy blood 
men of every tribe and tongue and 
people and nation” (Rev. 5:9, R. 
ie Fe 


Spurgeon’s and Denny’s Im- 
mortal Testimonies to the 
Substitutionary Death 
of Christ 


Consider the testimony of others 
over against the two quoted 
against this teaching of God's 
Word: 

“T saw that if Jesus suffered 
in my stead, I could not suffer, 
too; and that if He bore all my 
sin, I had no more sin to bear. 
My iniquity must be blotted out if 
Jesus bore it in my stead and 
suffered all its penalty.”—C. H. 
Spurgeon. 

“Tf you believe on him, I tell you 
you cannot go to Hell; for that 
were to make the sacrifice of 
Christ of none effect. It cannot be 
that a sacrifice should be accept- 
ed and yet the soul should die 
for whom that sacrifice had been 
received. If the believing soul 
could be condemned, then why a 
sacrifice? Every believer can claim 
that the sacrifice was actually 


made for him: by faith he has 


laid his hands on it, and made 
it his own, and therefore he may 
rest assured that he can never 
perish. The Lord would not re- 
ceive this offering on our behalf 
and then condemn us to die.’’—C. 
H. Spurgeon. 

“The law of God was more vin- 
dicated by the death of Christ 
than it would have been had all 
the transgressors been sent to 
Hell. For the Son of God to suf- 
fer for sin was a more glorious 
establishment of the government 
of God than for the whole race 
to suffer.’”—C. H. Spurgeon. 

“It as the obvious implication 


(Continued on page 11) 
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of these words (the Righteous 
One for the unrighteous ones) that 
the death on which such stress is 
laid was something to which the 
unrighteous were liable because of 
their sins, and that in their inter- 
est the Righteous One took it on 
Himself.”—Denny, in “The Death 
of Christ.” 

“This is his gospel, that a 
Righteous One has once for all 
faced and taken up and in death 
exhausted the responsibilities of 
the unrighteous, so that they no 
more stand between them and 
God.”’—Denny, in “The Death of 
Christ.” 

“Tf Christ died the death in 
which sin had involved us, if in 
His death He took the responsi- 
bility of our sins upon Himself, 
no word is equal to this which 
falls short of what is meant by 
calling Him our substitute.”— 
Denny, in “The Death of Christ.” 

“T do not know any word that 
conveys the truth of this if ‘vicar- 
ious’ or ‘substitutionary does not; 
nor do I know any interpretation 
of Christ’s death which enables 
us to regard it as a demonstration 
of love to sinners, if this vicarious 
or substitionary character is de- 
nied. There is much preaching 
about Christ’s death which fails 
to be a_ preaching of Christ’s 
death, and therefore to be in the 
full sense of the term Gospel 
Preaching, because it ignores this. 
The simplest hearer feels that 
there is something irrational in 
saying that the death of Christ is 
a great proof of love to the sinful 
unless there is shown at the same 
time a rational connection  be- 
tween that death and the respon- 
sibilities which sin involves, and 
from which that death delivers. 


“Perhaps one should beg pardon 
for using so simple an illustration, 
but the point is a vital one, and 
it is necessary to be clear. If I 
were sitting on the end of a pier 
on a summer day, enjoying the 
sunshine and the air, and some 
one came along and jumped into 
the water and got drowned to 
prove his love to mé, I should find 
it quite unintelligible. I might be 
much in need of love, but an act 
in no relation to any of my neces- 
sities could not prove it. But if I 
had fallen over the pier and were 
drowning and some one sprang in- 
to the water and at the cost of 
making my peril, or what but 
for him would be my fate, his 
own, saved me from death, then 
I should say, ‘Greater love hath no 
man than this.’ I should say it in- 
telligently, because there would 
be an intelligible relation between 
the sacrifice which love made and 
the necessity from which it re- 
deemed.”—Denny, in “The Death 
of Christ.” 

“Christ died for sins once for 
all, and the man who believes in 
Christ and in His death has his 
relation to God once for all deter- 
mined not by sin but by the atone- 
ment.”’—Denny, in “The Death of 
Christ.” 

“One who knew no sin had, in 
obedience to the Father, to take 
on Him the responsibility, the 
doom, the curse, the death of the 
sinful. And if any one says that 
this Was morally impossible, may 
we not ask again, What is the al- 
ternative? Is it not that the sin- 
ful should be left alone with their 
responsibility, doom, curse, and 
death?”—Denny, in “The Death 
of Christ.’ 

“Redemption, it may be said, 
springs from love, yet love is only 
a Word of which we do not know 
the meaning till it is interpreted 
for us by redemption.”—-Denny, in 
“The Death of Christ.” 


_ “Unless we can preach a fin- 
ished work of Christ in relation 
to sin, a reconciliation or peace 
Which has been achieved independ- 
ently of us at infinite cost, and 
to which we are called in a word 
of ministry of reconciliation, we 
have no real gospel for sinful men 
at all.”—Denny, in “The Death of 
Christ,” 


“If the evangelist has not some- 
thing to preach of which he can 
Say, ‘If any man makes at his busi- 
ness to subvert this, let him be 
anathema,’ he has no gospel at 
all."—-Denny, in “The Death of 
Christ,” 


a 


Christ on which the salvation of 
the world depends, and if He has 
made it known, then it is a Chris- 
tran duty to be intolerant of every- 
thing which ignores, denies;.: or 
explains it away. The man who 
perverts it is the worst enemy 
of God and men.”’—Denny, in “The 
Death of Christ.” 


“We should remember, also, 
that it is not always intellectual 
sensitiveness, nor care for the 
moral interests involved, which 
sets the mind to criticise state- 
ments of the Atonement. There is 
such a thing as pride, the last 
form of which is unwillingness to 
become debtors even to Christ for 
forgiveness of sins.”—-Denny, in 
“The Death of Christ.” 


The Vicarious Atonement 
Requires the Diety 
of Christ 


Modernists deny the blood a- 
tonement because they deny 
Christ’s deity. 

But the Saviour could not have 
been a Redeemer, if He had not 
been God manifest in the flesh, 
for two reasons :— 


First, if He had not been Deity, 
God manifest in the flesh, His dy- 
ing for our sins (I Cor. 15:3) 
would not have been Redemption, 
but a mere makeshift. “It is not 
possible that the blood of bulls 
and goats should take away sins” 
(Heb. 10:4). Why not? Because in 
that case there would have been 
no real redemption, but only a 
makeshift. Second, had the Saviour 
been anything other than God 
manifest in the flesh, He would 
have won men from God and 
alienated them from God. On this 
point let the reader consider well 
the following from Walker, in 
The Philosophy of the Plan of 
Salvation: 

“As God was the author of the 
law, and as He is the only Proper 
Object both of supreme love and 
obedience; and as man could not 
be happy in obeying the law with- 
out loving its Author, it follows 
that the thing now necessary, in 
order that man’s affections might 
be fixed upon the proper object 
of love and obedience, was, that 
the Supreme God should, by self- 
denying kindness, manifest spirit- 
ual mercy to those who felt their 
spiritual wants, and thus draw 
to Himself the love and worship 
of mankind. If any other being 
should supply the need, that be- 
ing would receive the love; it was 
therefore necessary that God Him- 
self should do it, in order that 
the affections of believers might 
centre upon the proper object.” 
“Now, suppose Jesus Christ was 
not God, n@ a true manifestation 
of the Godhead in human nature, 
but a man, or angel, authorized by 
God to accomplish the redemption 
of the human race from sin and 
misery. In doing this, it appears, 
from the nature of the thing, and 
from the Scriptures, that He did 
what was adapted to, and what 
does, draw the heart of every true 
believer, as in the case of the 
apostles and the early Christians, 
to Himself as the supreme or gov- 
erning object of affection. Their 
will is governed by the will of 
Christ; and love to Him moves 
their heart and hands. Now, if i 
be true that Jesus Christ is not 
God, then He has devised and 
executed a plan by which the 
supreme affections of the human 
heart are drawn to Himself, and 
alienated from God, the proper 
object of love and worship: and 
God, having authorized this plan, 
He has_ devised means to make 
man love Christ, the creature, more 
than the creator, who is God over 
all, blessed for evermore. 


“But it is said that Christ’s hav- 
ing taught and suffered by the 
will and authority of God, we are 
under obligation to love God for 
what Christ has done for us. It 
is answered, that this is impos- 
sible. We cannot love one being 
for what another does or suffers 
on our behalf. We can love no 
being for labors and self-denials on 
our behalf, but that being who 
valiantly labors and denies him- 
self. It is the kindness and mercy 
exhibited in the self-denial that 


tions can move to no being but the 


“As there is only one God, so} 
there can be only one Gospel, If | because it is the self-denial that 
God has really done something in| draws out the love of the heart. 


one that makes the self-denial, 


move the affections; and the affec-|_ 


“It is said, that Christ was sent 
by God to do His : 
His own; and there 
to love God, as the being to whom 
gratitude and love’ are due for 
what Christ said and suffered. 


“Then it is answered: If God 
willed that Christ, as a creature 
of His, should come, and by His 
suffering and death redeem sin- 
ners, we ought not to love Christ 
for it, because He did it as a 
creature in obedience to the com- 
mands of God, and was not self- 
moved nor meritorious in the 
work; and we cannot love God for 
it, for the labor and self-denial 
were not borne by Him. And fur- 
ther: If one being, by an act of 
his authority, should cause another 
innocent being to suffer, in 
order that he might be loved 
who had imposed the suffering, 
but not borne it, it would 
render him unworthy of love. 
If God had caused Jesus Christ, 
being His creature, to suffer, 
that He might be loved Him- 
self for Christ’s sufferings, while 
He had no connection with them, 
instead of such an exhibition, on 
the part of God, producing love 
to Him, it would procure pity for 
Christ and aversion towards God. 
So that, neither God, nor Christ, 
nor any other being, can be loved 
for mercy extended by self-denials 
to the needy, unless those self- 
denials were produced by a volun- 
tary act of mercy upon the part 
of the being who suffers them; 
and no being, but the one who 
made the sacrifice, could be meri- 
torious in the case. It follows, 
therefore, incontrovertibly, that 
if Christ was a creature—no mat- 
ter of how exalted worth—and not 
God; and if God approved of His 


work in saving sinners, He ap- 
proved of treason agaimst His own 
government ; because, in that case, 
the work of Christ was adapted 
to draw, and did necessarily draw, 
the affections of the human soul 
to Himself, as its Spiritual Saviour 
and thus alienated them from God, 
their rightful object. And Jesus 
Christ Himself had the design of 
drawing men’s affections to Him- 
self in view, by His crucifixion; 
says He, ‘And I, if I be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me.’ This He said signifying 
what death He should die: thus 
distinctly stating that it was the 
self-denials and mercy exhibited 
in the crucifixion that would draw 
out the affections of the human 
soul, and that those affections 
would be drawn to Himself as the 
suffering Saviour. But that God 
would sanction a scheme which 
would involve treason against 
Himself, and that Christ should 
participate in it, is absurd and 
impossible, and therefore cannot 
be true. But if the Divine Nature 
was united with the human in the 
teaching and work of Christ, if 
God was in Christ (drawing the 
affections of men, or) ‘reconciling 
the world unto himself’—if, when 
Christ was lifted up, as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wild- 
erness, He drew, as He said He 
would, the affeetions of all be- 
lievers unto Himself; and then, if 
He ascended, as the Second Person 
of the Trinity, into the bosom of 
the Eternal Godhead—He thereby, 
after He had engaged, by His 
work on earth, the affections of 
the human soul, bore them up to 
the bosom of the Father, from 
whence they had fallen. Thus the 
ruins of the Fall were rebuilt, and 


the affections of the human soul 
again restored to God, the Creator, 
and proper Object of Supreme 
love.” 

Finally, let the reader give most 
earnest thought to the inevitable 
conclusion drawn by the same 
author : 

“How, then, could God manifest 
that mercy to sinners by which 
love to Himself and to His law 
would be produced, while His in- 
finite holiness and justice would 
be maintained? We answer, in 
no way possible, but by some éx- 
pedient by which His justice and 
mercy would both be exalted. Hf;: 
in the wisdom of the Godhead, 
such a way could be devised by 
which God Himself could save the 
soul from the consequences of its 
guilt,— by which He himself could, 
in some way, suffer and make 
self-denials for its good; and by 
His own interposition open a way 
for the soul to recover from its 
lost and condemned condition, then 
the result would follow inevitably, 
that every one of the human fam- 
ily who had been led to see and 
feel his guilty condition before 
God, and who believed in God thus 
manifesting Himself to rescue his 
soul from spiritual death, every 
one thus believing would, from 
the necessities of his nature, be 
led to love God his Saviour; and 
mark, the greater the self-denial 
and the suffering on the part of 
the Saviour in ransoming the 
soul, the stronger would be the 
affection felt for Him.’—Wealker, 
in “The Philosophy of the Plan of 
Salvation.” 


(From the book, GOD’S PLAN WITH 
MEN, 196 pages, available in paper edition 
D 


from Mrs. A Muse, P. O 505, 
Louisville 1, Kentucky. Used by permis- 
sion. ) 
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ELWA Observes First 
Anniversary 

A crowd of 700 people filled the 
Centennial Memorial Pavilion in 
Monrovia, Liberia, as the staff of 
Radio Station ELWA observed the 
First Anniversary of their broad- 
casting in this West African Negro 
Republic. The enthusiastic res- 
ponse to this first public gathering 
sponsored by Sudan Interior Mis- 
African radio outlet is an 
indication of the popularity of the 
station. 

In his opening remarks, Station 
Manager C. Gordon Beacham re- 
vealed that the station had broad- 
casts in English, French, Arabic 
and seventeen African dialects dur- 
ing the year. The staff presented 
Liberia’s favorite songs as chosen 
by the listeners. “God Will Take 
Care of You” topped the list with 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
a close second. Others were 
“May the Good Lord Bless and 
Keep You,” “Just a Closer Walk,” 
and “It is No Secret” in that order. 
Fifteen Liberian youngsters took 
part in a simulated radio broad- 
east. Dr. Werner T. Wickstrom of 
the College of West Africa brought 
the Gospel Message. 


MISSIONARY PARTY SAILS 
FOR SINGAPORE 
Thirteen new workers of the 
China Inland Mission sailed for 
Singapore from New York Feb- 
ruary 24. Escorted by Miss Ellen 
Giebel, who is returning to For- 


party will be joined by other re- 
cruits of the CIM from the British 
Isles. 


Arriving in Singapore, the new 
workers will be assigned to study 
one of six basic languages used in 


\|the mission’s fields: Tagalog for 
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NEW PORTABLE 

LOW AS $47.50. New DeLuxe Postcard 
‘Duplicator with automa tic feed, adjustable 
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cluding supply kit $12.75. Extra quire of 
stencils $1.35. Standard and portable type- 
writers—new and rebuilt at special price 
to Sword of the Lord readers, The Type- 
writer Specialists, 5541 5S. Ashland Ave., 
Chicago 36, Ill. GRovehill 6-8100. 
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Every product and service advertised in 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD is investigated 
and approved. 
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Far East. 


the Philippines, Malay for Indo- 
nesia and South Thailand, Hakka 
and Hokien for the New Villages 
of Malaya, Japanese, and Thai. 

After five months in the central 
language school, the young work- 
ers will be designated to their sta- 
tions in the various parts of the 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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Four-Lepers in Famine 


(Continued from page 9) 


In the sight of God we all 
stand on condemned ground — 
SPIRITUAL LEPERS. The world, 
the natural man, does not want to 
admit this basic truth concerning 
the utter helplessness of man. 
For example: 

Modern science says a man Is 
an alcoholic; God says he is a 
drunkard, 

Modern science says the man is 
sick: God says he is a sinner. 

Modern science says the man is 
diseased; God says the man is 
denraved, 

I have talked te-many men and 
women Who areepot ashamed of 
being alcohofies; 4 would never 
admit they were just plain drunks, 
but that is what God calls them. 


The spirit of Satan and selfish 
pride in the unregenerate man 
causes him to hate God’s termi- 
nology. 

Listen: 

Sin is not a fantasy if 38 -o 
fact. 

Sin is not play——it is a plague. 

Sin is not cunning-—it is con- 
cdemning. 

Sin is not cute—it is a curse. 


“FOR THE WAGES OF SIN IS 
DEATH”! — Rom. 6:23. 

I remember a man who came 
into the Mission one night, and 
after the message he came up to 
me in a flippant sort of way and 
said, “Why is it that you are al- 
Ways saying that you’ve got to be 
born again?”’ 

I thought I would answer him 
in the kind of language he would 
understand, so I said, “Well, fel- 
ow, I'll tell you why it is you’ve 
got to be born again. It is quite 
evident that you and I were born 
crooked the first time; that’s why 
we have to be born the second 
time.” 

It takes the second birth, from 
above, to straighten out the sinner. 
Jesus said: 

“As many as_ received him, 
to them gave he power to be- 
come the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name: 
Which were born, not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God” 
—John 1:12,13. 


The only way a man can be 
born again is by heeding the woo- 
ing of the Holy Spirit and by faith, 
receiving Christ. 

“God hath from the beginning 
chosen you to salvation through 
sanctification of the Spirit and 
belief of the truth.”—II Thess. 
2:18. 


This much can be said in favor 
of the four lepers. They realized 
their dying condition. They had 
concluded that there was only one 
salvation for them and that that 
was to get to the place, SOME- 
HOW, where their need could be 
met, 


The healthiest thing a man, wo- 
man, boy or girl can do is to ad- 
mit they are sinners, helpless and 
unable to do anything about it 
except get to the place where 
they may be saved. THAT PLACE 
IS CALVARY AND THE PERSON 
THERE IS THE LORD JESUS 
CHRIST. The Bible teaches that 
“Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners’—AND ONLY 
BINNERS! 


Outside of Christ you are stand- | 


ing on condemned ground. You are 
under the wrath of God and one 
day you will pay for your sin, 
the penalty of death, separation 
from God for eternity. 

DON’T LET YOUR SELFISH 
PRIDE AND SO-CALLED DIG- 
NITY SEND YOU TO HELL! 
Jesus said that two men went in 
to pray. One was filled with dig- 
nity as he prayed, “Lord I thank 
thee that I am not lke these other 
people—lI’m different.” The other 
man, in humility, would not even 
raise his head but cried out, “GOD 
BE MERCIFUL TO ME A SIN- 
NER.” Let me say, the first man 
was dignified, but the second was 
justified. 

Thank God I'll never have to 
pay my sin debt—it was settled 
at Calvary by my Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. It pleased 
God to bruise HIM and with HIS 
stripes I am healed. 

“He hath made him to be sin 
for us, who knew no stn; that 
we might be made the right- 


| 


| 
| 


eousness of God in him.” —II, 


Cor. 5:21. 


» 


God, I moved! SO DID THESE 
LEPERS. They moved toward the 
place of food and redemption. AND 
every sinner who will plunge be- 
neath that crimson flood will 
lose all his guilty stains. 


These four men rose to come to 
the camp and GOD BEGAN TO 
WORK and we see 


The Deliverance of the Lord 


It was when the authoritative 
voice of Jesus was heard, and His 
word acted upon, that the man 
born blind could see, and the 
lame man walked. 


God caused the Syrians to hear 
a noise of chariots and horses 
and a great host and they fled 
on foot leaving their tents, horses, 
food, gold, silver and raiment. 
THESE LEPERS HAD NOT WON 
THE BATTLE, THEY HAD NOT 
DEFEATED THE FOE. GOD DID 
IT ALL. He had saved them! Not 
with their help—-NO! He didn't 
need their help. SALVATION IS 
OF THE LORD. Not partially, but 
wholly the work of God. 

I believe Jonah was the 
successful evangelist who ever 
lived. We read how he was dis- 
obedient to God and wound up 
in the belly of the fish. There we 
hear him praying very earnestly 
and seemingly he was not making 
much headway. Finally Jonah 
made a statement in his prayer 
and it was the last thing he prayed 
while in the fish’s belly. This is 
what he said, “SALVATION IS 
OF THE LORD.” I would pro- 
claim this to every unsaved person 
listening in. God doesn’t need your 
help; just face the facts in the 
Word of God that you are a sinner 
and let God save you. HE IS 
ABLE TO DELIVER YOU! 


If I had but sixty seconds to 
preach the Gospel to the entire 
world I would tell you that “Christ 
died for our sins, according to 
the scriptures; And he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third 
day according to the scriptures.” 
The Bible clearly teaches that we 
are bound for Hell the way we are, 
but Christ Jesus has paid our sin 
debt, PAST, PRESENT AND FU- 
TURE. Believe on Him and stop 
struggling, stop fretting, stop try- 
ing. LET GO AND REST in what 
has already been done for you. 
SALVATION IS OF THE LORD! 


most 


Jesus said: 


“Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and 

I will give you rest.” — Matt. 

11%28. 

“Him that cometh to ME 

I will in no wise cast out.” — 

John 6:37. 

COME—the sweetest word to 
ever fall on the ear of a lost sinner. 
Nine hundred times this invitation 
is thrust out in the Word of God. 
How I thank God that 1912 years 
ago I came to Jesus. 


When I say, “Come to Jesus,” 
it reminds me of a unique experi- 
ence I had when my dear friend, 
and father in the faith, Pat 
Withrow, was bringing a_ gospel 
message one night in the Mission 
Chapel. 

Now Brother Pat never had any 
formal theological training—— but 
my! what a soul winner! Since 
1907 he has been a= faithful 
witness for Christ and has a great 
work in Charleston, West Virginia. 

Now you good country folks 
will enjoy this but I doubt if you 
city folks even know what broom- 
sage is. 

On this particular night -I re- 
member Brother Pat holding his 
Testament close to his heart, and 
looking out over the crowd, he 
said: 

“IT sure feel sorry for some of 
you folks out there, you’re just 
browsing around in the Devil’s 
broomsage patch. You won’t ever 
get fat on broomsage, Why don’t 
you come on over and get in God’s 
clover patch?” 

He put his finger underneath his 
chin and said, “I’m in clover up 
to my chin.” Then turning to me 
he said, “Jimmy, let’s sing a song 
of invitation.” 


I had the people stand and we) 


started singing, “Just as I am 
without one plea.” Immediately a 
little* lady left where she was 
standing and came down the aisle. 
Brother Pat stepped forward from 
the pulpit to meet her and said, 


Yes, one day I too stood on; “Mrs. Leach, I am glad you came 


condemned ground, but, 


thank ,forward to accept Jesus. 


Let’s 


kneel at the altar and have a word 
of prayer.” 

She lifted her eyes to Heaven 
‘and with tears of joy said, “ I 
don’t have to kneel and pray. I 
got in clover when I stepped out in 
the aisle.” She had experienced 
the DELIVERANCE OF THE 
LORD. 


The Discipleship of the Lepers 


This leads me to say _ that 
DELIVERANCE ALWAYS 
CALLS FOR DISCIPLESHIP. 
What a true likeness these leprous 
men are to the average Christian. 
You who are saved will know what 
I mean, You remember the day 
you came out of the grip of sin. 
Your hungry soul found food and 
drink in Jesus. You experienced 
the promise of Jesus who said: 

“T am the bread of life: he 
that cometh to me shall never 
hunger; and he that believeth on 
me shall never thirst. — John 

6:35. 

Looking in the Scriptures you 
begin to realize that you not only 
had been saved, but you had be- 
come an heir, and joint-heir, to all 
the riches of glory in Christ Jesus. 
GOLD, SILVER, AND PRECIOUS 
STONES—then, too, NEW RAI- 
MENT—THE RIGHTEOUSNESS 
OF CHRIST. 

Several years ago a man who 
worked on the Mississippi River 
came into the Mission and was 
saved. A few nights after he had 
come to Jesus he’ stood. to give 
his testimony. His clothing was 
very ordinary and a little soiled, 
but I shall never forget his words. 

He said, “I am not very much 
at talking in public but I do know 
the other night the Lord saved 


me.” Then he made a sweeping 
motion with his hands as he look- 
'ed down over his soiled’ clothing 
and he said, “NOW I’M ALL 
DRESSED UP IN JESUS.” 

Yes, He had received the right- 
eousness of Jesus Christ and his 
robe of sin and unrighteousness 
had been replaced by the right- 
eousness of God’s dear Son. 

BUT REMEMBER, WE DO 
NOT WELL IF WE HOLD OUR 
PEACE! 

You know the Devil is a mighty 
good theologian. He knows that 
Christians have been deliverd from 
the power of darkness and have 
been translated into the kingdom 
of God’s dear Son. And knowing 
that he can’t snatch us from God’s 
family, his first trick is to try 
to close the mouths of the redeem- 
ed ones so they will not be faith- 
ful in carrying the news back to a 
starving world. YOU KNOW 
WHAT I’M TALKING ABOUT? 

Time passed and one day you 
began to remember the awful 
plight of the sinner, steeped in 
trespasses and sins. Down in the 
miry pit, with hungry, starved 
souls, trying to fill their longings 
with the rubbish of the world. 
YET YOU HAD THE ANSWER 
.»+.- YOU WERE IN THE PLACE 
OF PEACE, You began to realize 


had said, “Ye are my witnesses.” 


Paul knew the force of this 
drive to tell others and he cried 
out, “WOE IS ME IF I PREACH 
NOT THE GOSPEL.” 


Back in 1950 the phone rang 
at our Mission in Memphis and it 
was the city court judge, Judge 
Perry Sellers. He told me he had 
two girls in his court that morning 
and that no serious charges were 
placed against them but he felt 


I could do for them. I went over 
and brought the two girls back 
with me to our Mission | girls’ 
shelter. They got. cleaned up and 
fed and had time for a little rest 


that if you remained silent, mis- | 
chief would befall. you, for Jesus! 


is wrong, Jerry. You slept in jail 
last night and there must be some 
sin in your life that you need to 
confess and claim the_ promise 
of God in I John 1:9.” 


“I know what you mean,” she 
said, and she buried her face in 
her hands and I heard her pour 
out her heart, claiming the promise 
of God in a very confident way. 


“God has forgiven me.” she 
smiled, “and the first thing I want 
to say to you is that I lied to the 
judge when I told him I was 
twenty years old. I’m not yet 
eighteen and my home is not in 
Terre Haute, but in Detroit, and 
my mother is a wonderful Chris- 
tian. 


We went upstairs to my office 
and called Jerry’s mother. She was 
overjoyed as she had not heard 
from her daughter for three weeks. 
I learned from her mother that 
Jerry had attended a Bible acad- 
emy in the State of Michigan for 
two years and felt the Lord want- 
ed her to be a missionary. When I 
repeated the word “missionary,” 
Jerry grabbed for the phone and 
said, “Yes, Mother, I believe God 
does want me to be a missionary 
and serve Him in some way and 
it’s not too late yet. I will be home 
in a few days.” 

JERRY HAD MADE THE MIS- 
TAKE OF WITHHOLDING THE 
GOOD TIDINGS FROM OTHERS 
AND MISCHIEF HAD BEFALL- 
EN HER: 


Even though a soul was saved, 
a life was about to be ruined, and 
rewards lost, as we read in I 
Corinthians 3, BUT GOD stepped 
in, in answer to a mother’s prayers. 

I have often said, THE GREAT- 
EST RESPONSIBILITY IN ALL 
THE WORLD IS JUST KNOW- 
ING JESUS CHRIST. We are re- 
sponsible to God for everything 
He has entrusted to us. Not only 
in giving out the Gospel, but thou- 


sands upon thousands are with-| 


holding some of their means which 
really belong to the Lord. Scores 
of Christian works are suffering 
and their programs are stinted 
because of this. 

If you believe in what you have 
been hearing ‘through these thirty 
years of Dr. Fuller’s ministry on 
the Old-Fashioned Revival: Hour 
and what you are hearing today, 
why don’t you, RIGHT NOW, TO- 
DAY, write Dr. Charles E. Fuller, 
P. O. Box 123, Los Angeles, Calif- 
ornia? Send him a letter and 
tell him so and encourage his 
heart. Use some of that money 
for the cause of Christ. Stop hiding 
and hoarding. WE DO NOT WELL 
IF WE HOLD OUR PEACE. DE- 
LIVERANCE CALLS FOR DIS- 
CIPLESHIP! 

As a Mission Superintendent my 
heart is going out to those who 
have fallen deep in sin. No doubt 
you have long since thought there 
is no hope for your salvation. Let 
me say, out of a heart of love 
and desire for you, THERE IS 
HOPE, THERE IS FORGIVE- 
NESS IN JESUS! 

We may not all have sinned 
alike, but we all alike have sin- 
ned, for there is no difference. 


I once called on a very suc-|| 


cessful businessman, He was a 
good, law-abiding citizen, had 
raised a good family, was respect- 
ed, honest in all his dealings, but 
he had never been born again. 
After reciting to him the Gospel 
and telling him of salvation as 
a gift, this is what I did. I said: 
“Mr.—, youre an honest man 


'and if I can just hear you say that 
that I could help them. He believed | you believe the Bible when it 
they had not told the truth about} says you are a sinner and that 
their ages but for me to see what | 


Son of God and that He bore al! 
your sin-—-PAST, PRESENT AND 


FUTURE—on Calvary and that 
right now you are willing to just 
LET DOWN, RELAX and rest on 


before oursnightly evangelistic ser-| the promises of God, that salvation 
vice. We had a guest speaker andj js yours through faith in” God’s 
I was leading the singing in our} Lamb—if I can just hear you say} 
chapel that night. My attention was | that, it'll be good enough for me, 
drawn to one of these girls because | and I know God will hear you,” ; 
every song I used she knew per- | 


This sober, successful busimess- 


fectly and joined in singing heart-| man leaned over and layed his 


ily. She had a beautiful alto voice. | hand on my knee and pressed real 


you believe Jesus Christ was the) 


If you know that you are a poor, 
lost sinner, if you believe that 
Jesus died to save you and is will- 
ing to save you now, then turn 
to Him in your heart and depend 
upon Him this moment to forgive 
your sins and save your soul. A> 
blessed promise is, “Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). I. 
beg you in Jesus’ name, turn from) 
sin to Christ today. Then sign the 
decision form below, copy it in a. 
letter and mail it to me. I will 
notify Brother Stroud so we can 
rejoice together, and I will send 
you a letter of encouragement 
and help in the Christian life. Do 
it now! 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD ? 
Wheaton, — [linois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I have read the sermon by Bro- 
ther Jimmy Stroud of the Memphis 
Union Mission on “Four Lepers 
in Famine.” I honestly confess to 
God that I am a poor, lost sinner. 
I believe that Jesus Christ died to 
save me, is willing to save me now, 
Here and now, this moment, I give 
Him my heart and trust Him to 
save me. I depend on Him to for- 
give all my sins and to give me 
everlasting life as He promised to 
do. By His help I will claim Him 
openly as my Saviour and set out 
to live for Him the rest of my 
life. 
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The thing that amazed me was, hard as he said, “Jimmy, I say Br 3 


that she was singing all the hymns 
from memory. The invitation was 
given and Jerry came forward. 
As I dealt with her in our prayer 
room I said, ‘Jerry, The Lord IS | Jesus as a sinner, and take Him 
willing to save you. The Bible says, ; as your Saviour. 

‘Whosoever shall call on the name 


of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 


Her reply was quick and clearly 
stated, “Mr. Stroud, I know what 


it is to be saved.” 


that very thing.” 
And He was born of God! 


I realized this girl meant. what 
she said. Then I said, “Something , decide today, right now, for Jesus. 


ee) 
Rats 
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Yes, that’s just how easy it is ‘sal 


to get saved, just say YES to 


A Sinner’s Decision 
You have read the splendid ser- 
mon by Superintendent Jimmy 
Stroud of the Memphis Union Mis- 
sion. Now the editor begs you to 


For reservations and tickets write today to 


ZION AUDITORIUM 


ZION, ILLINOIS 
“pe aT. e Z 


